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Welcome to your KS4 journey

This booklet will help you explore the
Oxted Revision Hub to build great study
habits early. You will find tasks across
your core and option subjects, desighed
to help you navigate the site and start
preparing for GCSEs with confidence.

Where to Find the Revision Hub

Location: oxtedschool.org > Quick Links >
Student Revision Hub

Bookmark it for easy access next year.
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{ Checklist

Use this checklist as you go:

Explored General Revision Strategies B
Completed tasks for all Core Subjects :
Completed at least three Option Subject tasks :
Reflected and set goals :
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Section 1: Getting Started with Independent Learning

%> General Revision Strategies 65"

~
Visit the ‘General Revision strategies’ section on the Revision Hub and answer the
following:

1. Create a poster (on the next page) showing your Top 5 Tips for Revising Effectively. Use
ideas from the Revision Hub to help you.

2. Why are flashcards a useful revision tool? How should you use them effectively to
support memory?

3. What is retrieval practice, and why is spaced retrieval more effective than cramming?

4. Write down three top tips for building a realistic and effective revision timetable.

5. What websites are recommended on the Hub to help with general revision across
subjects?
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Section 1: Getting Started with Independent Learning



Section 1: Getting Started with Independent Learning

v Reflection Questions: v

1. Think about Year 9 - what are you most proud of in your learning or progress this year?

| am most proud of...

2. Which revision strategies have you already used? Which ones have worked well for you,
and why?

| have already used...

The ones that work for me are...

Because...

3. What is one area or subject you would like to improve in during Year 10? How could
independent revision help with this?

| would like to improve...

Revision can help me by...

4. What distractions or challenges do you face when revising, and how could you overcome
them?

The challenges | face when revising are...

| could overcome them by...
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Section 2: Core Subject Tasks
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English Language and Literature §

|
o——

=

Navigate to English Language and Literature:

1. Find your GCSE exam board.

The exam board for English is....

2. What texts will you study for literature?

| will study...

3. After exploring the English literature and Language sections of the revision hub, what are
you most excited to learn about?

| am most excited to learn about...

4. After exploring the English literature and Language sections of the revision hub, what
guestions do you have?

My questions:
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Section 2: Core Subject Tasks

i,f Mathematics X{\f

Navigate to Maths:
1. Find your GCSE exam board.

The exam board for Maths is....

2. Find a foundation maths paper. What topics are covered?

| will study...

3. Use the ‘Resources’ section to find a revision checklist. List three topics you feel confident
in and three you want to improve.

| will study...

| would like to improve...

4. Watch one revision video and write three things you learned.

| learned...
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Section 2: Core Subject Tasks

Science (Combined or Separate)

Navigate to Science:

1. Look at the separate science papers and summarise each science

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

2. Login and explore Educake. What did you do/learn?
On Educake I...

3. Spend some time exploring the resource section. What are you excited about learning?

| am excited about learning...

4. What questions do you have?

My questions
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Section 3: Option Subject Tasks

Choose three of your option subjects and complete
the tasks below
(you may complete more if you like)

OPpLion SUDJECE .......ooeeeeeceeceeeceeeceecseeesanessesesasessnsnees

1. What is the exam board?

2. What are the key topics that will come up?

3. What are you most interested in/excited to learn about?

4. What are you concerned about/least looking forward to?
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Section 4: Reflection and Planning Ahead

% Reflection and Planning Ahead @

1. What have you learned about your courses that surprised or excited you?

2. Which subjects do you feel most prepared for? Why?

3. Set one goal for each subject to achieve by October half term( if it is a new subject this
might be tricky).

4. What study habit will you try from the ‘General Strategies’ page?
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Reading Challenge

@ Reading Challenge @

Have a look at the reading list and see how many you can read this summer.

Book:

Author:

Star Rating and Reason: ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁﬁ?

Book:

Author:

Star Rating and Reason: ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁﬂ?

Book:

Author:

Star Rating and Reason: ﬁ?i}ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ?

Book:

Author:

Star Rating and Reason: ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁﬁ?
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Reading List

Key Stage 4 Reading List

All books are available from the school or public library.
Please be aware that some of the books listed contain mature themes.
Challenging Read -C Quick Read - Q

Adventure

Bunker 10 by J A Henderson

The explosion at Pinewood Military Installation devastated the remote highland valley
where the base was located. No official cause was given for the incident. Inside Pinewood
were 185 male and female military personnel, and seven teenagers. This is the story of their
last day.

Scribbleboy by Philip Ridley - Q

Scribbleboy had transformed the grey concrete of the neighbourhood with his fabulous
shapes and colours until one day, years ago, he vanished. Then, one night, a strange figure is
seen and a mysterious voice is heard.

Journey to the Centre of the earth -by Jules Verne - C

When Axel deciphers an old parchment that describes a secret passage through a volcano to
the centre of the Earth, nothing will stop him and his eccentric uncle from embarking on a
perilous, terrifying journey through the subterranean world.

Two degrees by Alan Gratz

Fire. Flood. Ice. Three natural disasters. Akira, Owen, and Natalie are all swept up in the
global effects of climate change, each struggling to survive their individual disasters. But the
three kids are more deeply connected than they could ever imagine, in ways that can change
the world.

##teamOxted



Reading List

Alternative Histories

Noughts and Crosses Series by Malorie Blackman

Callum is a Nought, an inferior white citizen in a society controlled by the black Crosses.
Sephy is a Cross, and the daughter of one of the most powerful, ruthless men in the country.
In their hostile, violent world, Noughts and Crosses simply don't mix. But when Sephy and
Callum's childhood friendship grows into love, they're determined to find a way to be
together. And then the bomb explodes ...

Maggot Moon by Sally Gardiner - Q

When his best friend Hector is suddenly taken away, Standish Treadwell realises that it is up
to him, his grandfather and a small band of rebels to confront and defeat the ever-present
oppressive forces of The Motherland.

Nation by Terry Pratchett - C

On the day the world ends, Mau is on his way home from the Boys' Island. Then the wave
comes - a huge wave, dragging black night behind it and bringing a schooner which sails
over and through the island rainforest. The village has gone. Now there's just Mau, a
trouserman girl, and an awful lot of big misunderstandings.

Animals

One boy and his dog by Eva Ibbotson - Q
Hal's parents don't tell him that the clever puppy he chooses is not his for life, but only for
the weekend! Hal and Fleck must find a way to be together.

| am Rebel by Ross Montgomery

Rebel is a good dog, and he loves his simple, perfect life on the farm with his owner Tom -
until one day the war comes too close. Now Tom is determined to join the rebellion to
defeat the King's men. But Rebel knows war is dangerous, and he will stop at nothing to
save the human he loves. Rebel must bring Tom home before it's too late.

Tarka the Otter by Henry Williamson - C
Tarka the Otter relates the adventures of a wild otter, his narrow escapes from Deadlock,
the hound, and their final confrontation in the Torridge River

Watership Down by Richard Adams - C

Set in England's Downs, this stirring tale of adventure, courage and survival follows a band
of very special creatures on their flight from the intrusion of man and the certain destruction
of their home. Led by a pair of friends, they journey forth from their native Sandleford
Warren through the harrowing trials posed by predators and adversaries, to a mysterious
promised land and a more perfect society.
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Reading List

Romance

Weight of water by Sara Crossan -Q

Armed with a suitcase and an old laundry bag filled with clothes, Kasienka and her mother
leave Poland and head for the UK to find her father. Life is lonely for Kasienka. At home her
mother's heart is breaking and at school Kasienka finds it impossible to make new friends.

The underdog by Marcus Zusak

My name’s Cameron Wolfe. | have a little bit of sense. | don’t have much sense. My older
brother Ruben gets me into plenty of trouble. | get Rube into as much trouble as he gets me
into. | have a family, yes, that doesn't really function without tomato sauce. That’s me.
Cameron and Ruben Wolfe are brothers. They spend most of their time throwing one-
handed boxing matches (they only have the one pair of gloves) and plotting to rob the local
dentists. But what Cameron really wants is to meet a girl

Pride and prejudice by Jane Austen - C

'I had not known you a month before | felt that you were the last man in the world whom |
could ever be prevailed on to marry'. Perhaps her best-loved, certainly her most well-known
book, "Pride and Prejudice" is the classic romantic comedy. It's the enchanting and enduring
story of Lizzy Bennet (one of literature's most engaging heroines), proud Mr Darcy, of true
love, families, villains and heroes and of course, pride and prejudice.

Wouthering Heights by Emily Bronte - C
A tale of love that is stronger than death, which is also a fierce vision of passion between
Catherine and Heathcliff.

Detective

Young Sherlock Holmes Series by Andrew Lane

In 1868, with his army officer father posted to India and his mother mysteriously "unwell,"
14-year-old Sherlock is sent to stay with his uncle and aunt in Hampshire, where he
uncovers his first murder.

Knightley and Son Series by Rohan Gavin
A father and son detective team investigates the mystery surrounding a book that makes its
readers commit terrible crimes and a sinister organisation known as the Combination.

Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha Christie
While the train is stopped in a Balkan snowdrift, Poirot must solve the problem of the dead
American.

Ruby in the Smoke Series by Philip Pullman
In 19th-century London, 16-year-old Sally, a recent orphan, becomes involved in a deadly
search for a mysterious ruby.

Sherlock Holmes Series by Arthur Conan Doyle - C
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Reading List

Fantasy

Rivers of London Series by Ben Aaronovich

Probationary Constable Peter Grant dreams of being a detective in London’s Metropolitan
Police. Too bad his superior plans to assign him to the Case Progression Unit, where the
biggest threat he'll face is a paper cut. But Peter’s prospects change in the aftermath of a
puzzling murder, when he gains exclusive information from an eyewitness who happens to
be a ghost. Peter’s ability to speak with the lingering dead brings him to the attention of
Detective Chief Inspector Thomas Nightingale, who investigates crimes involving magic and
other manifestations of the uncanny.

Old Kingdom Series by Garth Nix

Sent to a boarding school in Ancelstierre as a young child, Sabriel has had little experience
with the random power of Free Magic or the Dead who refuse to stay dead in the Old
Kingdom. But during her final semester, her father, the Abhorsen, goes missing, and Sabriel
knows she must enter the Old Kingdom to find him.

Eragon Series by Christopher Paolini - C
One boy... One dragon... A world of adventure.

Various Series by Steve Augard

A captivating story of courage and strength against terrible odds, this is the story of Midge,
left to stay with her eccentric uncle during the holidays, and her adventures with the
Various, a band of fairies. The existence of the Various, who are strange, wild, and
sometimes even deadly, has been kept secret since the beginning of time, but when their
world begins to clash with the human world, they are threatened with extinction.

Faery Rebels Series by R J Anderson

Once upon a time, a fairy is born. She lives in an old oak tree at the bottom of a garden with
the rest of the fairy folk. Never has she known a time when life hasn’t been hard, with many
dangers and much adversity. But when she becomes the Hunter of the group and learns to
do battle in the outside world, her adventures really take off... Don't read this book if you're
expecting fairy dust - the last thing Knife is likely to wield is a magic wand...
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Reading List

Historical

At the sign of the Sugared Plum by Mary Hooper

It is 1665 and Hannah is full of excitement at the prospect of her first trip to London. She is
going to help her sister, Sarah, in her candy shop, 'The Sugared Plum'. But Hannah does not

get the welcoming reception she expected from her sister, because the Plague is taking hold
of London.

Hero on a bicycle by Shirley Hughes - Q

Italy, 1944: Florence is occupied by Nazi forces. The Italian resistance movement has not
given up hope, though — and neither have thirteen-year- old Paolo and his sister, Costanza.
As their mother is pressured into harboring escaping POWs, Paolo and Costanza each find a
part to play in opposing the German forces. Both are desperate to fight the occupation, but
what can two siblings — with only a bicycle to help them — do against a whole army?

Apache by Tanya Landman

After watching helplessly as Mexican raiders brutally murder her little brother, fourteen-
year-old Siki is filled with a desire for vengeance and chooses to turn away from a woman's
path to become a warrior of her Apache tribe.

| must betray you by Ruta Sepetys

Romania, 1989. Communist regimes are crumbling across Europe. Seventeen-year-old
Cristian Florescu dreams of becoming a writer, but Romanians aren'’t free to dream; they are
bound by rules and force.

Amidst the tyrannical dictatorship of Nicolae Ceausescu in a country governed by isolation
and fear, Cristian is blackmailed by the secret police to become an informer. He’s left with
only two choices: betray everyone and everything he loves—or use his position to creatively
undermine the most notoriously evil dictator in Eastern Europe.

Cristian risks everything to unmask the truth behind the regime, give voice to fellow

Romanians, and expose to the world what is happening in his country. He eagerly joins the
revolution to fight for change when the time arrives. But what is the cost of freedom?
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Reading List

Dyslexia Friendly

Booked by Kwame Alexander

"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING.
Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old
Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than
basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse.

One by Sara Crossan

Grace and Tippi. Tippi and Grace. Two sisters. Two hearts. Two dreams. Two lives. But one
body. Grace and Tippi are conjoined twins, joined at the waist, defying the odds of survival
for sixteen years. They share everything, and they are everything to each other. They would
never imagine being apart. For them, that would be the real tragedy. But something is
happening to them. ...

Mortal Chaos by Matt Dickinson - Q

The Butterfly Effect: the scientific theory that a single occurrence, no matter how small, can
change the course of the universe forever. When a butterfly startles a young rabbit, and the
rabbit makes a horse rear, it starts a chain of events, over the course of one day, that will
change people's lives . . . and end people's lives. From a climber on Everest to a boy in
Malawi . . . from a commercial pilot to an American psycho . . . the chaos knows no bounds.

Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes - Q

Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a real threat.
As a ghost, he observes the devastation that’s been unleashed on his family and community
in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing.
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Reading List

TEN AMAZING BENEFITS

OF READING BOOKS
===

Strengthens your writing skills

Improves your memory and focus
Enhances your imagination
Increases your vocabulaxy

Expands your knowledg

Stimulates your brain

Boosts your mood

Deepens empathy

Helps you relax

Lowers stress
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Where to Go for Help

Even though you will be working more independently

in Key Stage 4, you are never on your own. If you need

support while using the Revision Hub or preparing for
your GCSEs, here’s who you can go to:

e Form Tutor
For general questions about your revision, organisation, or
school life

e Subject Teacher
For specific questions about revision materials, topics you
are unsure of, or how to improve in a subject

e Head of Faculty
For subject-specific concerns that go beyond day-to-day
lessons, or for help accessing the right materials

* Year Team
For support with wellbeing, motivation, time
management, or anything that might be affecting your
ability to revise
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