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• Year 12 Parent Information Evening (Post-18 focus): Wed 29 April – will be 
shared with parents, students, Year 12 teachers, and Middle Leaders so this 
generic content doesn’t need to be discussed again.

• Year 12 Revision Booklet will be circulated mid-May.  This informs the 
students what specifically to revise for their end of year 12 assessments.

• Year 12 Parents Evening: Thu 7 May.  Focus will be individual and bespoke 
for each subject.

• End of Year 12 Assessments: w/c 15 June

• Reports out in July

Engaging with You this Term
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Summer Assessments

• Year 12 Summer Assessments will take place in halls and other 
small venues from Monday 15th June for two weeks.

• These are being timetabled now and will be shared with students 
and parents as soon as they’re complete.  

• Access arrangements previously approved will be in place for the 
Summer Assessments.

• We recommended that all Year 12 students spend time preparing 
Cornell Notes for all work covered this year, which is likely to be 
tested.  This work should continue now and through May half 
term.
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Summer Assessments

• These assessments will allow teachers to give a(n):

➢Working at Grade

➢Most Likely Outcome

➢Minimum Expected Grade (target)

➢Effort Grade

• These assessments will absolutely inform UCAS predicted grades.
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Summer Assessments

Should grades not be as high as students or families expect / need 
them to be for next steps, or if a probable UCAS grade from these 
WAGs are likely to be low, there will be an expectation for pupils 
to:

o  Complete bespoke work during the summer to ‘recover the 
position’ and improve their Working At Grade.

o  Resit assessments in the Autumn Term that mirror those 
Summer Assessments in terms of rigour and controlled 
conditions.

o  Demonstrate a willingness to go above and beyond to 
showcase an ability to achieve improved grades.
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Independent Study Sessions

• Five one-hour, supervised sessions are built into timetables for all 
students in the library for Independent Silent Study.

• This was reintroduced last year and has been very successful.

• From 11th May, all Sixth Form study rooms (Group Study, Silent 
Study, IT1) will be completely silent to accommodate our Year 13 
exam preparation.  Students will be invited to leave site if they 
are causing any disruption during this important time.
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Independent Study Sessions

• These are perfect sessions to build Cornell Notes, especially if with 
colleagues from the same lesson.  These can be shared easily and 
compared, later used for self- or peer-testing.

• Many students have feedback that they prefer using flashcards or 
mindmaps: this provides a perfect venue to prepare these.

• Please note that pupils are welcome to come before and stay after 
their session, so they can get into a flow or rhythm of work.

• The library is also open until 4:30pm.
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Year 13 Predicted Grades

It is important to find out A level/BTEC and GCSE entry requirements 
for both University courses and apprenticeships. Found on the course 
pages of the university website and the Job advertisement.

Some A level/BTEC entry requirements are shown as grades e.g B B B 
or otherwise UCAS tariff points - 120. 
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Year 13 Predicted Grades

The Sixth Form Team adds predicted grades and detailed academic 
references to each UCAS application as well as extenuating 
circumstances. References are completed for Apprenticeship 
Applications

• Formal UCAS Predicted Grades for students will be available to 
students and parents after the Year 12 exams.  These are their ‘Most 
Likely Outcomes’. 

• Advice –when adding the 5 course choices to UCAS online form do 
check students are likely to meet entry requirements – add only one or 
two ‘aspirational’ choices and a back-up choice is recommended.
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Important dates for this term – 
Planning for next steps
• End of half term – deadline for completing Work experience 

forms (those incomplete will be required in school all week for 
online Work Experience)

• 2nd June – UCAS Discovery Exhibition trip to Maidstone

• 5th June – Extended Project submission date (Mid-May for 
presentations)
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Important dates for this term – 
Planning for next steps

• 9th June – Off timetable day for Year 12.  
o Morning: University (UCAS) application support 
o Workshop with University of Portsmouth on Personal statement 

and 
o Chance to complete most of the UCAS Application form. 
o Afternoon: Apprenticeship support – including apprenticeship 

speaker and guidance on searching for apprenticeships.

• 15th June – Exams start

• 13th July – Work experience week starts
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Support from us to Plan Ahead

• Careers interviews can be arranged via Mr Orozco (Careers Lead) 
using specialist careers advisers 

• Dedicated off-timetable day 9th June to spend time planning for the 
future

• Support in completing UCAS Application 

• Weekly workshops start after 9th June– Lunchtimes on Wednesdays 
in the Library to support with the UCAS Application and Degree 
Apprenticeship applications

• Authorised leave to attend University open days and Apprenticeship 
assessments and interviews

• Student Finance workshops and former students visiting to give 
advice on universities and apprenticeships
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Generating Year 13 Predicted Grades (UCAS 
Prediction / Most Likely Grade)

• These predictions consider two simultaneous factors:

• We take these predictions very seriously and prepare them carefully.  
In addition to how each child preforms on their end of year 
assessment, we rely on prior exam performance of a pupil just like 
you to help determine the best fit for these End of Year 13 grade 
predictions.

Students improve in terms of their revision 
strategies, the ability to understand the 
course content, and application of knowledge 
to exam-style questions.

Material in Year 13 can grow more 
complex as the course progresses, 
which can mean predictions are 
lower than working at grades.
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Degree and Higher Apprenticeships 

• Students apply directly to the company – each application will require 
research, an online application form, a CV and normally involve testing, 
interviews and an assessment centre.

• Opportunities start being advertised in September '26 through to Summer for 
a September 2027 start. We send around lists of all degree apprenticeships 
during the year. Local companies get in touch with us.

• Vacancies advertise the expected grades/UCAS tariff points needed.

• 80% paid work and 20% study either face to face on day release or online.

• Study is at a university, college or private provider of training

• Degree and Higher Apprenticeships allow study for a degree level 
qualification while working and at no cost. Typical salaries are around 
£24,000 plus.

• Workshops are offered in school as well as a careers interview and  
mentoring via CTMpathway.com and others.
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Application Process

• Find a vacancy using various sites including Browse apprenticeships 
before you apply

• Click on the link to fill in an online application form and upload a CV

• Complete Assessment tests – Numeracy, Logic, Customer Service

• Take part in an assessment centre which may include an interview

• Final interview

• Apprenticeship offer

Students may need to apply for 40 + Apprenticeships 

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-apprenticeships
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices/browse-apprenticeships
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Apprenticeships

• Paid work with accredited training and qualifications

• Aimed at 16–24-year-olds but apprentices can be much older

• Expanding dramatically 

• Main areas are - Finance, IT, Marketing, HR, Engineering, 
Management, Media, Teaching, Surveying

Level Equivalent to

Intermediate GCSEs

Advanced A Levels

Higher HND, Degree or Master’s Degree
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Apprenticeships: are they for me?

Yes

• I have a career path in mind

• I prefer to learn on the job

• I’m less motivated for three 
more years of academic 
study

• I’d like to avoid student debt

Not sure/No

• I need a degree or want to 
keep my career options open

• I would enjoy three more 
years of academia

• I’d enjoy the university 
experience
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Degree Apprenticeships

• Work and attend university at the same time

• Gain a Bachelors or Masters Degree

• Earn a salary 

• No tuition fees

• Great careers prospects

• Opportunities expanding 
• Highly competitive
• A very different experience to university
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Important UCAS deadlines in '26 
and '27
• Admissions test registration deadlines are generally August

• End of September '26  submit University applications to Oxford, 
Cambridge, Medical or Veterinary school

• 7th December '26  –completed UCAS Application to the Sixth form 
team (many will do this earlier)

• 13th January '27 – Final equal consideration deadline

• February '27 – Student Finance applications open

• March '27  - expected deadline for hearing back from universities

• May – Expected deadline to select Firm and Insurance choice of 
University course
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Why go to 
University
?

• Students develop academically and socially 
and learn to be independent

• Students continue to learn in an area that 
interests them

• If students are unsure of a career, then the 
personal development and support at 
University (including internships, research 
and conferences) is very helpful for the 
future 

• The opportunities for studying abroad and 
work placements

• A degree is required for many career 
choices

However, this is not the only route to success, 
and we encourage apprenticeships and 
careers with the same importance
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How do I decide on a University?
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UCAS Tariff points

Extended 
Project 

Qualification

AS level A level/ 
Applied 
Diploma

BTEC 
National
Extended
Certificate

 

Tariff points

A* D* 56
A D 48
B 40
C M 32

A* 28
A D 24
B A 20
C B E P 16
D C 12

D 10
E 8

E 6
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UCAS Tariff points

Extended 
Project 

Qualification

AS level A level/ 
Applied 
Diploma

BTEC 
National
Extended
Certificate

 

Tariff points

A* D* 56
A D 48
B 40
C M 32

A* 28
A D 24
B A 20
C B E P 16
D C 12

D 10
E 8

E 6

Student Example

Achieved 
- Distinction in HSC
- C in History
- D in Biology
- B on EPQ

- Total Tariff:
- 48+32 + 24+20
= 124
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Deferred Entry / Gap Years 

• Students can apply on the UCAS form for a deferred place (after 
a Gap year) to start university in 2028

oMotivates students for A Levels/BTECs to receive offers

oGives certainty in August of your place

oNo need to worry about applying during your GAP year

• Or students can wait and apply after results in Autumn 2027

o If students are unsure what course or university to choose

oStudents wish to apply with actual A level/BTEC grades
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Getting lower or contextual offers
• Sometimes our students may get a lower or contextual offer than is shown in 

entry requirements due to their own situation or because of the school they 
go to or where they live.

o Most years, Bristol offers Oxted School students up to 2 grades below 
entry requirements; Durham offers state school students usually offer one 
grade below normal entry requirements. The Access to Leeds Scheme 
allows student to get a lower offer if they meet 2 criteria e.g having a 
mental health condition and receiving free school meals.

o Other examples when contextual offers may be offered: students have 
received 16 – 19 Bursary payments, students are from a low-income 
family, or have a learning disability, mental health condition, or a visual 
impairment. 

o Each university website will have a contextual offers area e.g. Contextual 
Offers - Durham University

https://www.durham.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/how-to-apply/what-happens-to-your-application/contextual-offers/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/how-to-apply/what-happens-to-your-application/contextual-offers/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/how-to-apply/what-happens-to-your-application/contextual-offers/
https://www.durham.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/how-to-apply/what-happens-to-your-application/contextual-offers/
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Overall process

• Choose universities and courses by research on UCAS Hub or Unifrog and 
attending open days –  Now onwards into the Autumn

• Students do wider reading/research/activities and arrange work experience - 
now

• Students complete the online application form via a UCAS Hub account, link 
application to the school and copy in the personal statement – mostly done on 
9th June.

• Students let Mrs L’Estrange know that form is complete so the form can be 
checked  - by end of September (early entry) or 7th December.

• Students submit the form and pay the fee when go-ahead from Sixth form team 
has been given.

• Mrs L’Estrange adds the school references, extenuating circumstances and 
predicted grades and finally sends the form to UCAS and the Universities by 13th 
January at the latest.
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Research courses and Universities
• Students need to choose up to 5 courses

• Many courses don’t require the selected subject at A level – e.g. 
Law, Politics, Psychology, Economics, Design and Technology, 
Computing, Psychology, Nursing and Business courses – check 
subject entry requirements on University websites.

• Students can choose more than one course at a single University

➢E.g. choosing a Politics degree and also an International 
Relations degree at Oxford Brookes University would be 2 
choices
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Research courses and Universities

To help with research:

1. Students set up a UCAS Hub Account which has been 
created to help with researching choices and application 
support.

2.  Students use Unifrog to support with researching 
universities by creating shortlists, looking at the subjects 
library to find example personal statements and wider 
reading
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Specialist information

• For Certain courses – Medical and Veterinary Science – only 
four of these courses are selected – final deadline is 15th 
October

• Some courses require additional admission tests as well as A 
level/BTEC grades –e.g. Medicine, some Law, some Maths, 
Oxford and Cambridge

• Some courses require you to attend interviews or submit a 
task/ portfolio – e.g. Teaching, Nursing, Art, drama, 
Journalism, Architecture etc.
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Personal Statements

• A personal statement is the most creative 
part of the UCAS online application form and 
supports the application to study a course 
at a university or college.

• Some find it to be quite a challenge to write.

• It’s a chance for students to articulate why 
they’d like to study a particular course or 
subject, and what skills and experience they 
possess that show  suitability for the chosen 
subject.
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The Basics of Personal statements 

• Total limit is 4000 characters including spaces (600/700 words)

• 3 questions to answer:

oWhy do you want to study this course or subject?

oHow have your qualifications and studies helped you to 
prepare for this course or subject?

oWhat else have you done to prepare outside of educations 
and why are these experiences useful?
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• Show passion and knowledge of your subject.  Demonstrate a 
good fit for the course and future ambitions.

• Chance to shout about the recent skills gained from your 
education and highlight  understanding of how they will help 
success in your subject. Include EPQ, trips and study in Sixth 
form.

• Chance to reflect on any other activities outside of education 
which demonstrate your suitability for the course. Include 
Sports, D of E, volunteering.

The Finer Details of Personal statements 
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Who should complete a University Application form?

• It is not compulsory for the Year 12s to apply but we encourage students 
who are not sure about their next steps after Year 13 to complete an 
online form to keep their options open.

• The cost is only £34.50 for up to 5 course choices to be added to a UCAS 
application. No cost for those on Free school meals.

• This year - We had two thirds of the current year 13s who completed an 
application form.

• Students who made an application in 2025/26 received offers including for 
everything from  Medicine, top engineering courses, Law and economics at 
range of Universities including  LSE, Cambridge, Durham, Edinburgh. Some 
applications were for deferred entry.

• Each year we support the current Year 13s as well as ex-Sixth formers who 
decide to apply after they have their results and have left school.
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What support can parents and 
carers provide?

• Help with choosing Universities  - Google Top Universities UK for Geography

• University Rankings and League Tables 2026

• The Guardian University Guide 2026 – the rankings | University guide | The 
Guardian

• Discuss choices that appear and check entry requirements.

• Check your child has access to their GCSE and other academic certificates

• Attend Open days if you can with your Year 12 student even if it is one local 
open day or virtual open days.

• Attend Offer holder days if possible later in the year.

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables/rankings
https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2025/sep/13/the-guardian-university-guide-2026-the-rankings
https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2025/sep/13/the-guardian-university-guide-2026-the-rankings
https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2025/sep/13/the-guardian-university-guide-2026-the-rankings
https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2025/sep/13/the-guardian-university-guide-2026-the-rankings
https://www.theguardian.com/education/ng-interactive/2025/sep/13/the-guardian-university-guide-2026-the-rankings
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Tip for parents/carers
Advice for parents, guardians and 
carers | UCAS
 Link for useful information for 
parents

Advice – follow UCAS on social media including Facebook and 
Instagram

Any questions contact the Sixth form team

https://www.ucas.com/discover/advice-for-parents-guardians-and-carers
https://www.ucas.com/discover/advice-for-parents-guardians-and-carers
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Student Finance Process
• All applicants get the tuition fees as a loan – in 2026, around £9,790 a year

• Everyone gets a minimum of £5,048 a year as a loan as living costs if living 
away (£7,039 if living in London).

• If parents together earn less than £62,000 a year, then students could qualify 
for a loan up to £10,830 (£14,135 in London).

• The costs for a year at University are around £10,000 a year so parents and 
students will need to agree on a parental contribution if earnings are above 
threshold and also discuss if the student will be expected to work whilst at 
University or in the holidays.

• Paying back the tuition fees - A graduate earning £30,000 a year will pay 
approximately £38 a month once left university and repayment starts.

• Less than half of graduates pay back their full loan.
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Opportunity for Questions

• Questions that parents feel will benefit everyone present can be 
taken and responses to these will be included in the 
presentation before sending home.

• Questions that are more bespoke can be asked of us 
individually.

• Thank you for your time and support of this wonderful cohort.
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