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Getting Started

Whilst some students have had a career in mind from an early age, for many it can feel daunting
to face key decisions about their future when they are only 16 or 17. We encourage every
student to research all the options open to them (including university and apprenticeship
routes) to ensure that their choices are fully informed. And whilst these decisions are
important, they are not irreversible.
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Unifrog.org is a subscription website with great features for researching apprenticeships. It
guides you to draw up a long list of apprenticeships and then refine these using various filters to
a short list. The website emails the student and their form tutor with their completed short list.
The tools can be used an unlimited number of times as interests and ideas change.

Apprenticeships and School Leaver Programmes

Apprenticeships are paid jobs that come with a training programme leading to a recognised
gualification. These are increasingly popular as a route into the workplace that does not incur
student debt and provides experience and skills training that can make an individual extremely
employable. There is understandably a lot of competition for the most sought after places with
top companies.

Levels of Apprenticeship

There are different levels of apprenticeship, reflecting the qualifications achieved at the end.
Whilst most students after Sixth Form would ideally prefer Higher Apprenticeships or Degree
Apprenticeships, there are not nearly as many of these available. Advanced Apprenticeships are
still well worth considering if they offer relevant experience and the opportunity to progress.

Intermediate | 7he qualifications you receive are equivalent to 5 GCSEs at grades A-C. You will be
working towards work-based qualifications such as a Level 2 competence qualification
and in most cases a relevant knowledge-based qualification.

Advanced The qualifications are equivalent to 2 A-levels. You will be working towards work-
based qualifications such as a Level 3 competence qualification, and in most cases a
relevant knowledge-based qualification.

Higher There are several different sub-levels of Higher Apprenticeships - the qualifications you
receive range from Foundation Degree level (a stage between A-Levels and a normal
University Degree), HNC or HND to equivalent to University Degree level.

Degree apprenticeships are a type of programme offered by some
universities, apprenticeship providers and FE colleges. Students

can achieve a full bachelor's or master's degree as part of their
apprenticeship.

Degree

Degree apprenticeships are the most popular amongst our students. They usually combine
working with studying part-time at a university or college. Apprentices are employed throughout
the programme and spend part of their time at university/college and the rest with their employer.



Apprenticeships - a Guide for Parents and Carers

This can be on a day-to-day basis or in blocks of time, depending on the programme and
requirements of the employer.

They can take between three to six years to complete, depending on the course level.

Researching Apprenticeship Opportunities

Whilst the first apprenticeships were dominated by certain sectors (like accountancy), there is
now a growing variety. Many larger companies run schemes in areas that we might not readily
associate them with — the RAF, for example, has a photography apprenticeship and engineering
companies might also need trainees in marketing, PR, sales and HR.

The government portal for apprenticeships, https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/, is excellent.

(see above) has a very user-friendly apprenticeship section which includes school leaver
programmes as well as those on the government’s website. It also has more sophisticated filters
and ways to sort results. Many companies offer insight days, e.g. PwC and Sky Studios.

(www.pathwayctm.com) have an online portal where students can find
apprenticeship, gap year and work experience opportunities and deadlines, together with
resources to help them through the application process.

Applying for Apprenticeships

Unlike UCAS, there is no central application process for apprenticeships, so a student needs to
make individual, tailored applications. We recommend targeting these carefully: making five or
six fully researched and considered applications is more likely to be successful than firing off
twenty or thirty. There is no national deadline for applications. For degree apprenticeship
programmes many start being advertised in October/ November but February/March is also a
popular time for positions starting in the summer. The larger companies give clear advice on
what they are looking for which enables you to customise your application and prepare for
interviews or assessment days, e.g. Our Programmes (amazonapprenticeships.co.uk)

Apprenticeship clinic — A year 13 apprenticeship clinic normally runs at lunch times every
Wednesday and Thursday in the Library. Individual support with CVs can be provided at other
agreed appointment times as well. At the clinics, support is provided with searching for
apprenticeships, making applications and preparing for interviews.


https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
http://www.pathwayctm.com/
https://amazonapprenticeships.co.uk/our-programmes
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Useful Websites
Apprenticeships, Degree Apprenticeships and School Leaver Programmes

https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships A helpful site from UCAS

https://pathwayctm.com/ Employability skills and career opportunities.

https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/ Covers all aspects of apprenticeships including degree apprenticeships

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/

https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk
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