
   
 

Written By Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin  

Welcome to the Twelfth Edition! 
Page 1: News around the world, Newspaper team announcement, & key dates 
Page 2: Word of the edition and Ramadan & Eid 
Page 3: Girlguiding excludes members due to their identity 
Page 4: Year 10 work experience 
Page 5: Introduction to science pets 
Page 6: Dare to dream- Y9 assembly 
Page 7: Y7- World meteorological day, spring cleaning, and world bee day 
Page 8: Y8- Summer uniform & throwback article: 5 ways Greek mythology impacts our daily 
lives 
Page 9: Y9- Report cards & throwback article: wacky exam rituals 
Page 10: Y10-  May hobbies 
Page 11: Y11- Key dates & looking for a prom dress on a budget?  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

News around the World since our last edition: 

• Conflict in the Middle East reached a high when US forces-initiated strikes which resulted in the 
death of Iran’s supreme leader 

• Californias Death Valley (which holds the official record for the highest reliably recorded air 
temperature of earth) experienced a rare “super bloom” of flowers due to unusual weather 
patterns 

• The UK faces big decisions as war in the Middle East makes oil scarce and trump makes no 
promises to European nations about the security of oil trading  

Key Dates 
Y11 & Y13 study leave (22 May 2026) 
May Half Term (23 May – 31 May 2026) 
INSET day (26 Jun 2026) 
Summer holidays (begins 22 Jul 2026) 
October half term (17 Oct – 1 Nov 2026) 
Christmas holidays (19 Dec 2026 – 3 Jan 
2027) 
INSET day (4 Jan 2027) 
INSET day (3 Feb 2027) 
February half term (13-21 Feb 2027) 
Easter holidays (26 Mar – 11 Apr 2027) 
Bank holiday (3 May 2027) 
May half term (29 May - 4 Jun 2027) 
INSET day (25 Jun 2027) 
End of summer term (23 Jul 2027) 
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Newspaper Team Announcement! 
As our loyal readers will know, Y10 representative, Olivia has 
been part of the newspaper team since the start of our journey 
with The Oxted Chronicles, writing fantastic articles for every 
edition. For all her hard work and effort in this team, Caitlin and 
I have decided to promote her to Deputy Editor of The Oxted 
Chronicles!  
Another member of The Oxted Chronicles team has also been 
promoted for astounding articles and effort and has only been 
part of the team since the beginning of the year. 
Congratulations to Isabella in Y10, who is now Vice Editor of 
The Oxted Chronicles! 
 
Thank you so much to Olivia & Isabella who have stepped up 
to their new roles and taken an even bigger role in the 
Newspaper, not just because of their new roles, but also 
due to Caitlin & I focusing on our exams. 
I am so excited to be working closer with these two amazing 
individuals. 
 



   
 

Written by Y11 Co-Editor Caitlin  
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WORD OF THE EDITION 
Farrah’s vocab booster 

 Surreptitious - acting stealthily or secretively to avoid detection 

In the news recently there has been lots about Ramadan and Eid, but what is it and how 
do some of our students celebrate? 

Fasting for Ramadan is something that is incredibly important to Muslims all around the world, 
as it is one of the five pillars of Islam which lay the basis of how Muslims are required to live 
their lives. Fasting for Ramadan is a time for Muslims to reflect and grow as a person, both 
spiritually and emotionally. Many take this as a time to go on pilgrimages to places which have 
strong ties to Islam and Allah (God), while others think that the time of self-restraint builds 
empathy and so focus on giving to those less fortunate than themselves. 

When Ramadan is observed depends on the luna calendar, and so changes every year, 
however this year it was the 27 February to 19 March. Interestingly, Eid (which is the 
celebration that marks the end of Ramadan) isn’t a set date, it depends on whether there is a 
sighting of a new crescent moon- if there is that means Eid is the next day, if there isn’t 
Ramadan continues for another day.  

The celebration of Eid typically lasts three days and is celebrated with prayer, and family 
gatherings with lots of food (most importantly). I spoke to a Year 11 student about how she and 
her family celebrate, and this is what she had to say: ‘Eid starts in the morning with dressing up 
in our best clothes and the men (so usually my dad), go to the mosque to pray, while the 
women get ready at home. After getting ready too, the men come home for breakfast and the 
whole family celebrate with a massive Eid breakfast. What you have for breakfast depends on 
cultures, but in my Pakistani household we have flatbreads and curry. After food, we all gather 
and you get Eidi (money instead of gifts) in envelopes by everyone older than you (guess there 
is a pro to being the youngest sibling after all). For most people it is then about celebrating with 
family, but since most of my family live in Pakistan we tend to chill at home and celebrate with 
movies and a takeaway’. She also said that Eid is her favourite part of the year and is such a 
nice way to be rewarded after a long hard month of fasting! 



   
 

Written by Y11 Co-Editor, Freya 

GIRLGUIDING EXCLUDES MEMBERS DUE TO THEIR IDENTITY 

Following a supreme court ruling in April 2025 on the Equality act, Girlguiding made the decision to only 
allow ‘biological girls and women’ into their organisation, excluding any current members who don’t 

identify that way as of December 2025. 

Since Girlguiding was first established in May 1910, it has been a girls’ only organisation, with different age 
group sections within it; Rainbows 4-6, Brownies 7-10, Guides 10-14, Rangers 14-18, and from there, 

opportunities for leadership roles. At the time, no specific definition of what a girl must be had been put in 
place, instead it was rather known to be a group for young girls that boys were not permitted to join - one of the 
first organisations to do so. Girlguiding became a place for young girls to express themselves and be who they 
truly are away from possible judgement from boys, which was more apparent in the sexist era the organisation 

was first set up in.   

During WW1, Girlguiding’s progressive ideas became clear when their Brownies were tasked with repurposing 
cotton reels for stashing maps, money, and tools sent to imprisoned soldiers. Their work did not stop here 

though, these young girls also welcomed evacuees to the countryside, some even acting as interpreters for 
foreign evacuees. In a time where women and girls were thought better skilled at cooking and house chores, 

Girlguiding helped prove that wrong and gave these girls not only essential roles for the war effort, but also 
confidence to aspire and dream.  

Now these ideas of promoting self-confidence and being true to yourself (this line is specifically mentioned in 
the promise undertaken by every new Brownie, which emphasises it’s importance, or you would think, anyway) 

doesn’t exactly align with its new course of action to rid the organisation of those who do not fit the idea the 
Government has of what it means to be a woman. It could be argued that the organisation was pressured into 

this decision, however it does not change the fact that a once welcoming and supportive community has 
become unfriendly and exclusionary towards a minority, simply due to their identity.   

By introducing this new rule, transgender girls and women as well as intersex people have been excluded from 
joining - these minorities don’t even make up 1% of the entire world’s population. So, was this change 

necessary? Did it help end large world-wide problems like world hunger, climate change, or anything else on a 
similar scale?  

The actual impact this had was many young girls and women protesting to have this change in Girlguiding 
reversed and some members being forced to leave because of their identity. Is this what Robert and Agnes 
Baden-Powell had in mind when they started Girlguiding as an opportunity for girls to be part of the scout 

movement, from which they had been excluded? Would they have wanted their inclusive movement to 
become another reason for exclusion?  
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Calling out to all Year 10 students: Have you secured your work experience 
placement yet?  
This year, your work experience will take place during Monday 13 July to Friday 17 
July. It is a great opportunity to experience a professional working environment and 
offers as a ‘taster’ for career paths open to you in your future. Students can gain 
practical skills that they do not learn at school and a work experience placement 
looks great on any CV or application!  
But who should you apply to?  
When finding a placement, try applying to places that offer similar experiences to the 
career you would like to do pursue in the future. You will be able to get a realistic look 
on what the job endures on a day-to-day basis. If you are unsure of which career path 
is fit for you, then apply to places that suit your interests, as these will be most 
beneficial in showing you what opportunities are out there and based on things you 
enjoy. Employers and Admissions Teams love evidence of you exploring what is out 
there based on things you have an interest in – it shows a real determination, and a 
work experience placement proves exactly that.  
How should you apply?  
It is crucial you take initiative and apply to placements yourself, not having 
parents/careers reach out to organisations on your behalf. You should show your 
maturity and communication skills right at the beginning, whether that is through your 
application email or conversation with the organisation face to face. State the dates 
of your work experience, why you believe the organisation can benefit you and 
finally key skills (or commitments where you showcase such skills) that make you a 
desirable candidate for this placement. Think of your application partially like an ad: 
you are the product, and you want to make sure organisations take you for the work 
experience placement, not somebody else. Make sure to find Mr Orozco’s draft 
email on the OXT-2025-10 Teams page, to take inspiration from. If you face 
rejection, never let it bring you down! There are many reasons why an organisation 
may not take a student for a work experience placement; it doesn’t mean anything 
was necessarily wrong with 
your application. Instead, keep applying to other places until you secure your 
placement. Remember, all good things take time and determination!   
 
Written by Y10 Deputy Editor, Olivia 
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A huge thank you to Ruby in Y12 for letting us use 
her fantastic ‘get to know me’ posters! 
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DARE TO DREAM 
‘You are capable of amazing things’ 

 
Caitlin and I were lucky enough to be able to sit in on the Year 9 assembly run by Jack, who 

represents the company ‘Dare to Dream’. This was his second assembly to Year 9 and both 
were organised by Mr Orozco.  

We met Jack at the beginning of the assembly and from that introduction, it was clear this 
was going to be an interesting assembly because of his confident, kind demeanour.  

Jack was incredibly enthusiastic throughout the entire assembly - he got the whole room to 
shout good morning back to him, had people answering questions, and never forgot a name. 

It was clear he had completely engaged the audience from the lack of whispers normally 
found in an assembly hall, yet it wasn’t a bored silence, it was the sign of a captivated 

audience.  
 

The main message of the assembly was that ‘people employ people’, as Jack kept repeating. 
By this, he meant that employers aren’t just looking for great CV’s and astounding 

applications, they’re looking for people who can carry that into a room and present 
themselves as such. He remarked how employers aren’t looking for ‘bigots: racists and 

sexists’.  
Another great point of his was that jobs can be enjoyable and exciting, which he used 
himself as an example for because he genuinely does love his job. He mentioned that 

although he doesn’t enjoy the office part of his job, he looks forward to these parts, where he 
gets to talk to people. The overarching message of the assembly was to find a job that you 

feel motivated for, not just one that makes a high salary, and to achieve this, you must be a 
person someone wants to employ: passionate, nice, sociable, a good communicator etc.  

 
A key message he gave to the students was that to grow and become the best version of 

yourself you have to leave your comfort zone, after which he went on an incredibly funny rant 
about how guacamole is not welcome in his comfort zone.  

 
The assembly was a perfect mix of humour and wise advice, which helped keep everyone 
engaged and take in what he was saying. You could really tell how much his job meant to 

him, which just reinforced his message about finding enjoyable employment. 
 

A huge thank you to Mr Orozco for supplying us with yet another exciting event, not just 
for Year 9 students but also for the newspaper team! 

 
Written by Y11 Co-Editor, Freya 
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World Meteorological Day   
What is it?  
Every 23 March, the World Meteorological Organisation commemorates the coming into force 
of the Convention establishing the World Meteorological Organisation on 23 March 1950  
World Meteorological Day showcases the essential contribution of National Meteorological 
and Hydrological Services to the safety and wellbeing of society and is celebrated with 
activities around the world. The themes chosen for World Meteorological Day reflect topical 
weather, climate or water-related issues.  
  
What’s this year’s meteorological theme?  
This year’s theme is Observing Today, Protecting Tommorow  
 

Spring Cleaning  

You may be under the impression that ‘spring cleaning’ is just your mum’s excuse for you to clean your 
room, but it has more...scientific roots. Throughout history, spring cleaning has been needed to clear away the 
soot from winter fires and airing out your homes to prepare for warmer weather. Do you ever feel 
like you’re more tired throughout the winter months? That’s because more sunlight can lower your melatonin 
levels, giving you an extra boost of energy to tackle deep cleaning. Did you know that there are also religious 
roots? During events like Chinese New Year and Passover, it is traditional to cleanse your home. In conclusion, 
spring cleaning is not just a pointless label, it’s a ritual rebirth to mirror the new life that spring gives.  
 

Written by Y7 Representative, Lara 

World Bee Day  
You are probably familiar with bees and what they do, but whether you appreciate them is another matter. Now, 
I know what you’re thinking. How am I meant to thank the bees? Truth be told, it’s a fair question 
but there’s actually a lot of ways to show your gratitude:  

1. When buying honey, look for locally sourced pots. Sometimes more expensive means kinder.  
2. When you leave the house in Summer, you can bring a small pot of sugared water in case you see an 

injured/tired bee. (I have a special keyring for it)  
3. If you do a lot of gardening, consider planting nectar rich flowers to attract more pollinators. Bees 

particularly like the colour purple.  
4. Stop using harmful chemicals on your garden if you like the bees.  
5. You could participate in fundraising activities to save the bees.  

 
In short, bees are NOT hard to please.  
This year’s theme of World Bee Day is "Bee Together for People and the Planet – A Partnership That Sustains Us 
All”.  The main events are in Geneva, Switzerland but there’s no reason that you can’t join in at home!  
 

Written by Y7 Representative, Lara 

 

￼  
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The summer term uniform after the half term: 

In this term we have the summer term uniform with the option of no blazer. As it starts to get hotter after half 
term I think we should be wearing PE kit full time until the summer holidays. 

With the summer term uniform everyone will start to get a little bit cooler going into school during the 
summer months. We will obviously start to lose our uniform but that doesn't mean we may be able 

to lose our focus. We should have better focus by losing our blazers instead of getting too hot in 
lessons and not having enough time to take them on and off after and before lessons. 

We must keep our ties and lanyards still as always, but as we all know the jumper is optional, so 
you don't have to bring it in if the weather looks like it is going to be hot. Obviously, the bag is compulsory as 
well as the lanyard and ties as they always will be in the uniform. You must bring lanyards and bags always 

unless you have been told otherwise. 

Written by Y8 Representative, Jess 

 

Throwback article! Written by last year’s Y8 representative, Oscar 
 
Five ways Greek mythology impact our everyday lives. 
 
It effects our everyday lives, and we don't even know. From myth to modern our lives are crafted by the ancient 
Greeks. 
 
1. The sports brand NIKE is a multi-billion-pound company. From teaming up with famous celebrities to and being 
known across the globe as a leading sport/clothing brand. But did you know that the name behind it was the name of 
the Greek goddess of victory in war and peaceful competition. Her name was Nike. 
 
2. The word Echo which means a sound or sounds caused by the reflection of sound waves from a surface back to 
the listener. In Greek mythology a woman called echo was cursed by the queen of the gods Hera so she could only 
repeat the last word a person said to her. 
 
3. The body part known as the Achilles Heel also originated in Greek mythology. As the hero Achilles of Troy was 
shot with an arrow in the heel, which was the only place in his entire body with no armour.  
 
4. The delivery company Evri was previously known as Hermes Delivery. You might recognise the name Hermes as 
he was the god of Merchants, Thieves, Roads and Travelling. Which is very fitting for a delivery company. 
 
5. Greece was also the birthplace of the world's greatest sporting event, the Olympics. However, the ancient 
Olympics were very different from today's, serving not only as athletic competitions but also as significant religious 
festivals. 
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Report Cards  
The progress reports for the Spring Term have been sent home, and you can find these on your school email. 
There is a new category for grades on these reports, students will now have their homework taken into 
consideration and receive a mark from Poor to Excellent based on the quality and frequency of their 
homework.   
Hopefully you have all received what you were hoping for or know where to improve for next term. Past editions 
of the paper have some revision guides you might find useful!  
Written By Y9 Representative, Lara 

Throwback article! Y10 Deputy editor, Olivia’s article from the second edition of The Oxted 
Chronicles: Wacky Exam Rituals 
Serpent Ritual of Agathos Daimon 
During the Hellenistic period of early Greece, Athenians had a creative take on exam prep... they would 
summon the Agathos Daimon, meaning “Good Spirit.”  Known to bring luck, prosperity, health and wisdom, this 
spirit was often represented as a serpent, watching over you in your home. Offerings, such as wine, honey and 
milk, would be poured into a small bowl while chanting out to the spirit for some extra help. To end the ritual, 
the participant would finally sit in silence, visualising the serpent’s guidance flowing into their life. 
Are you brave enough to try? All you need is a clear space, something to offer and a confident chant that links to 
your goals – almost like a TED talk for the supernatural. Close your eyes and feel the mystical luck seeping into 
you, and hopefully, into your exams too. Just be careful not to open the Chamber of Secrets... 
Gibu Auja Rune 
From ancient Greek serpents we move onwards to Germanic runes: Gibu Auja translates to “Give good luck” or 
“Gift good fortune” and is the combination of the runes Gibu (ᚷ) and Auja (ᚩ). This symbol is associated with luck, 
protection and good fortune; it would be drawn on wood or stone, followed by chanting. 
If you are feeling lucky, grab a pen/pencil and craft the rune on a Post-it note. Stick it somewhere important amidst the 
mountains of study materials and bellow a mighty chant once, twice, or until you are sure you have opened a magical 
portal. Go forth with newfound luck. But maybe also study, just in case. 
Eat A KitKat 
Need an excuse to eat chocolate? In Japan, it is believed that eating a KitKat the day before or on the day of your exam 
brings good luck. It is pronounced “kitto katto,” similar to “kitto katsu,” which means “surely winning.” So, go ahead, 
unwrap that chocolate bar and consider it an ancient ritual of exam success. Your taste buds (and grades) can thank 
me later. 
Smudging 
‘Smudging’ is the burning of sage, often white sage, to purify the air of evil spirits – not the kind where your inky notes 
become a blur.  It invites good luck, healing and wisdom, originating in various Indigenous cultures, particularly among 
Native American tribes.  
Feeling curious? Light the ends of some sage (or any similar herb) and wave it around your room. Let the smoke 
do its magic and find out if you have harnessed timeless fortune or accidently summoned the Fire and Rescue 
Services. 
Wear Red Underwear 
If you are facing a last-minute exam panic, don’t worry, the ancestors have your back. Red underwear is 
believed to bring good luck and ward off misfortune, perfect for academic survival. So if you are not a huge fan 
of chanting, ancient runes, or fires, then why not start with your underwear drawer? Think of it like personal 
armour...but 100% cotton.  
Whichever ritual you dare to try, one thing is clear: desperate times call for deeply weird, ancient measures. But 
if you are going down, at least you are going down blessed, chocolate-driven, dramatically scented and boldly 
dressed. 
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May Hobbies – what ‘springs’ out to you?  
The sweet sound of birds singing, daffodils sprouting all around, animals waking up from a long 
winters nap: it’s springtime in the UK.  
With spring beginning its yearly entry into our lives, it’s time to throw away those winter blues and leap 
into a colourful easter. So, what better way to start the second month of the year (and re-try those 
resolutions) than to go ahead and get some fresh new hobbies! From planting some new flowers to 
kayaking down a river, anything is possible if you set your mind on it!  
First things first, some outdoor hobbies to inspire your spring refresh. With the weather becoming 
slightly warmer by the day, there are many opportunities around Surrey to keep you on your toes. How 
about a trip up Box-hill, maybe even with a delicious picnic at the iconic panoramic viewpoint as the 
cherry on top. Hiking is an amazing way to explore nature, bond with friends and family, and get those 
steps in! Or if your more of a solo adventurer, perhaps birdwatching or reading a good book in the 
park.  
Outdoors not sticking out to you? Maybe your more of an indoor person, who likes sipping warm tea 
next to a roasting fire, or watching your favourite show curled up in bed. Well, there are many hobbies 
that are just right for you! Painting? Yoga? Crafts? The possibilities are endless! A personal preference 
of mine is baking (although I can kindly say my kitchen most likely fears the sight of me with a baking 
tray in hand). It's a great way to work on your coordination skills, and create some tasty treats! There 
are so many activities to brighten your spring, so here are a few more that may catch your eye:  

• Gardening: a lovely way to create a beautiful garden, keep the air fresh around a balcony, or 
even create a small ecosystem in a jar, known as a terrarium! Watching the plants grow and 
thrive in an atmosphere where you can care for them gives you a sense of peace 
and happiness.  

• Fishing: now, this one isn’t for the faint-hearted (or impatient for that 
matter, I’m afraid). Sitting for hours on a lakeside stool, watching, waiting, for even the 
slightest movement on your fishing rod. But, as soon as you make your first catch, it will all be 
worth it. Even better, if the fish you catch is large enough, you could even take it home for 
a homemade gourmet fish and chips (but ask your parents first, I doubt they would want to 
come home and find a cold wet fish on the counter for dinner).  

• Geocaching: Many of you may not have heard of this interesting and engaging activity, but I 
assure you, it’s lots of fun! Just download a geocaching app on your phone 
(Alltrails, Cachly and the original geocaching app are recommended) make sure to pack some 
water and a few snacks, and off you go! Once you find the little capsule, you can write your 
name on the piece of paper inside and join the ranks of the adventurers that came before 
you. It’s almost like an Indiana Jones adventure, except instead of running from human-sized 
boulders and swinging over pits of venomous snakes, it’s a bit safer.  

 
Hopefully this has given you a few ideas on how to spend your 2026 spring time and given you some 
hope for those new year’s resolutions to make a comeback for round 2. But remember - it’s ok to chill 
out, binge watch a series, or scroll, these are just ideas! See you next time!  
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Key Dates for Year 11 
First exam: English Lit 1 (11 May 2026) 

Study leave begins (22 May 2026) 
Year 11 Prom (Friday 10 Jul 2026) 
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