
   

 

Principal Mr M M J Devenney, BA (Hons), MA, NPQH, NPQEL 

14 April 2026 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Sparx Maths Homework – Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
 

I am writing to ask for your support in ensuring that students complete their Sparx Maths homework 
independently and without the use of artificial intelligence (AI) tools. 
 

We have recently seen instances where students complete a set of challenging Sparx questions in just 
a few minutes. These tasks are designed to require careful thought and should typically take at least 
30-40 minutes to complete. In some cases, the speed and accuracy of answers suggest that AI may 
have been used to generate solutions. 
 

Sparx Maths is an adaptive platform, so when a student appears to answer questions correctly and 
quickly, the system responds the following week by setting more difficult work. If AI is being used, 
this can result in students being set questions that are significantly more challenging than the work 
currently covered in lessons. This often leads to unnecessary difficulty, frustration, and gaps in 
understanding that will only be evident during assessments as students will not know how to answer 
questions. 
 

Working out in Maths is a vital part of the learning process. It helps students think carefully, identify 
mistakes, and develop strong problem‑solving skills. It also prepares them for assessments and 
examinations, where method marks are awarded for clear working. When answers are generated 
rather than worked through, these benefits are lost. 
 

While AI can be a valuable tool when used appropriately, using it to complete homework undermines 
learning and prevents teachers from identifying where support is needed. Sparx homework is designed 
to reinforce classroom learning and build long‑term mathematical confidence, which relies on genuine 
effort and written working. 
 
I would appreciate your continued support by: 
 

• Checking that AI tools are not being used to generate answers. Try and sit with them as they 
complete their Maths to see how they do 

• Reinforcing the importance of writing down full working 
• Promoting homework as a learning opportunity rather than a task to complete as quickly as 

possible 
 

If a student finds their homework challenging, we encourage them to make an honest attempt and 
speak to their teacher for support or attend our Sparx Support session on Tuesday lunchtimes. 
 

Thank you for your continued support in supporting your child’s learning. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mr S Stodart 
Head of Maths 


