Oxted School
INCLUSION BULLETIN

Dear Parents and Carers

Thank you to all our families
for your support during our
recent Ofsted inspection. A
special well done goes to
our students, who were
excellent ambassadors.

They spoke with confidence, clarity, and pride
truly encapsulating our mission of ‘bringing out
the best’ in every young person. We could not
be prouder of how they represented both
themselves and our community.

It always feels like we are on the downhill as we
get to this time of the year. The exams loom
large but by this stage most students are at full
steam and it Is great to see them making this
investment in themselves. Offers have been
made to the incoming Year 7 students, and it
will not be long before they are coming here on
their taster day. While we need to keep
everything going to ensure a strong second half
of the year, we are already starting to think
about the year to come.

| hope you have a safe and relaxing weekend.

Mrs P Waller
Assistant Principal, Inclusion
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March 16 - 20, 2026

Celebrating Neurodiversity at Oxted School

At Oxted, we believe that neurodiversity
enriches our school community. Every student
brings unique strengths, perspectives, and
talents. Across the week, staff from across the
school marked each day with conversations,
resources, and activities designed to inform,
celebrate, and champion our neurodivergent
students.

Ruby in Year 12 joined me for assemblies, with a
focus on raising awareness of neurodiversity at
Oxted School. Ruby bravely and openly shared
her personal journey with our younger students,
explaining the support she has accessed and
how it has helped her thrive throughout her
time at school. She offered heartfelt words of
wisdom, encouraging students to self-advocate,
speak to their teachers, and reach out to trusted
adults. Ruby reminded everyone that staff are
here to support, champion, and guide them on
the good days and the not-so-good ones.
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Neurodiversity and the Power of Being You
- Ms Henry

When: Wednesday 18 March Lunchtime
Where: Library

This interactive session is designed for students in Years 8-10 and focuses on
individuality, confidence, and the truth about what an ADHD diagnosis really means.
The session challenges the idea of "normal” and shows how different ways of
thinking can be strengths, not flaws. Through activities, discussion, and real-life
examples, students will explore how a diagnosis can be a steppingstone toward
success, creativity, and self-understanding. The message is simple: your brain isn’t a
problem to fix; it's a unigue tool to learn how to use.
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As part of Neurodiversity Celebration Week,
Ms Henry hosted an engaging lunchtime session
titled “Neurodiversity and the Power of Being
You.” Aimed at students in Years 8-10, the
session explored individuality, confidence, and
the reality of what an ADHD diagnosis truly
means. Through discussion and real-life
examples, students were encouraged to rethink
the idea of “normal” and to recognise that
different ways of thinking can be powerful
strengths. Her key message was clear and
empowering: your brain is not a problem to fix,
it is a unique tool to learn how to use
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% ﬁ Dyscalculia with Mr Gray and Mrs Rose

Mr Gray and Mrs Rose led a session with a focus on Dyscalculia, exploring strategies that support number
confidence and celebrate the creative and problem-solving strengths many students with dyscalculia bring to
their learning.

ﬂ ADHD, with Ms Fudge, Mrs Waite and Ms Wakeman

Our team highlighted the energy, innovation, and out-of-the-box thinking often seen in students with ADHD,
alongside practical approaches for supporting focus and regulation.

ﬂ mﬁ Miss Cornick and Mrs Brimilcombe

The team celebrated the many strengths associated with autism, including deep focus, integrity, creativity, and
unique ways of seeing the world while also raising awareness of how to help build supportive routines and
environments.

ﬁ' Down’s Syndrome with Mr May
[ ]

Mr May shared insights into the rich contributions students with Down’s Syndrome bring to our community,
with a focus on communication, independence, and inclusion.
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Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) with Mrs Barnes

Mrs Barnes highlighted the importance of understanding DLD, strategies to support expressive and receptive
language, and the resilience of students who navigate communication differences every day.

Tourette's Syndrome with Mrs Chirea

Mrs Chirea’s session raised positive awareness of Tourette’s, increasing understanding of tics, reducing stigma,
and celebrating neurodivergent identity.

i Dyslexia with Mrs Appiah-Kubi

Mrs Appiah-Kubi focused on the creativity, visual-thinking strengths, and problem-solving abilities associated
with dyslexia, Thursday is all about understanding and embracing different literacy pathways.

ﬂ_ . OCD & Hypermobility with Ms Medlock and Ms Hung

Our week concluded with a look at the lived experience and strengths of students with OCD and hypermobility,
including how we as a school can continue to support physical regulation, wellbeing, and emotional resilience.

Thank you to all staff and students involved for your commitment to ensuring Oxted remains an inclusive,
supportive school.
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In the Spotlight

SEND Proposals from the DfE

From what | have read in the school’s white paper we will again be dealing with quite a bit of change in
education, which is something | think we have become very used to. Proposed changes to the SEND
system are certainly grabbing the headlines. For now, | would like to share this communication from the
DFE The schools white paper Schools white paper: What parents need to know about changes to the SEND
system - The Education Hub. We will come back to this in the months ahead but as always, if anybody
has any worries or questions do feel free to get in touch and I'll do my best to get you an answer.

Attendance

| think we underestimate just how much is missed if a student misses the odd day here and there or
arrives late. For a very small minority of children medical conditions do keep them away from school
every now and then, which is a challenge to be overcome. However, for the majority of your students,
it really is worth aiming for 100% attendance especially in the wake of the past three year. Our focus
continues to ensure every lesson, every day counts.

Getting your child to school

on time really matters

If in a school Or they would
year your child have missed

is late everyday approximately
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| 5Minutes | 3 days from school 16 lessons lost
| 10 Minutes | 5 days from school 32 lessons lost

15 Minutes 8 days from school 48 lessons lost
20 Minutes 11 days from school 63 lessons lost

16 days from school 95 lessons lost

Attendance

Did you know that homework adds five months progress each year if completed regularly by students?
It also increases exam grade results. These are just a couple of reasons why we believe that homework
is a fundamental part of our students' experience here at Oxted. Homework club is after school
Monday to Thursday in G11.


https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/02/schools-white-paper-what-parents-need-to-know-about-changes-to-the-send-system/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/02/schools-white-paper-what-parents-need-to-know-about-changes-to-the-send-system/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2026/02/schools-white-paper-what-parents-need-to-know-about-changes-to-the-send-system/
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