
News around the World since our last edition: 

- The former Prince (Andrew) has been arrested on suspicion of misconduct while in public 
office 

- The Winter Olympics is in full swing with as the date of writing (21/2) the UK having won 
three gold medals 

- NASA and SpaceX are preparing for the launch of Artemis II which will contain the first crew 
to circle the moon in over 50 years 

- The European Munich security conference saw European leaders pledging a common 
defence strategy (as pressure from US builds) to increase domestic defence spending 

 

Key Dates 
Easter Holidays (30 Mar – 10 Apr 2026) 
Bank Holiday Monday (4 May 2026) 
May Half Term (25 May – 31 May 2026) 
INSET day (26 Jun 2026) 
Summer holidays (begins 22 Jul 2026) 
October half term (17 Oct – 1 Nov 2026) 
Christmas holidays (19 dec 2026 – 3 
Jan 2027) 
 

Welcome to the Eleventh Edition! 
Page 1: News around the world & key dates 
Page 2: Word of the edition, our new project, and news around the school 
Page 3: New teacher introductions - Mr Badhan & Miss Yang 
Page 4: New teacher introductions - Ms Hajallie & Miss Chester  
Page 5: Iceland & Disney trip 
Page 6: Introduction to science pets  
Page 7: World Book Day 
Page 8: Year 7 – New Year’s resolutions  
Page 9: Year 7 – The Winter Olympics 
Page 10: Year 8 – GCSEs and Homework  
Page 11: Year 9 – An exciting STEM competition 
Page 12: Year 10 - Top 5 weirdest school rules of the past 
Page 13: Year 10 – From panic to peace - How to stay calm during the exam period 
Page 14: Year 11 – Key dates & the threat of AI 
 

 

  

 

Written By Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to put in the Calendar  
Spring Concert (24 Mar 2026) 
Friends of Oxted Quiz night (23 Apr 
2026) 
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This year we are also welcoming two new and exciting changes to the House 
system: the first of which being that we welcome Mrs Connell as House Co-

Ordinator, and the introduction of The House Chronicles newsletter, this will 
be your one stop shop for all House related information whether that be the 

latest House points or key events coming up. We would also love for anyone 
who wants to to get involved (especially House Ambassadors), so for 

anything House related please email Freya or I and we would be delighted to 
include it! 

The House Chronicles will be sent out half-termly rather than twice a half term 
like The Oxted Chronicles, so make sure to keep an eye out! 

Written by Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin 

 News Around the School 

You may have noticed the littering of ladders and towels around the corridors of the main building, but 
have you been perceptive enough to notice what is going on? The white walls that began in Meridian 

have now spread to humanities and languages, but what will be next? Eden, Science, or Art? 

Although many seem to think that mocks have finished, that is untrue. Y13 are just beginning their final 
set of mocks, so even though it seems unnecessary and annoying, please listen to the teachers that tell 

you stay quiet in the corridors, it’s much easier to do an exam without background noise. 

The SATRO science teams of Oxted took part in a competition on Thursday 12th February and both 
teams did exceptionally well. The KS5 team placed 4th in their age group, while the KS4 team placed 

2nd in theirs. This was the Sixthform team’s first ever competition, so to place 4th was a great feat. The KS4 
team have been in attendance since they were in Y9 (now Y11) and have placed each time (1st in their first 

year, 3rd in their second, and now 2nd place in their third year). 

 

Written by Y11 Co-Editor, Freya 
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WORD OF THE EDITION 

Farrah’s vocab booster 

 Hegemonic - ruling/dominant in a political or social context 

  



Miss Yang 
Teacher of Science 

 

Miss Yang told us that teaching is her ideal job and loves 
working with the students, especially because most of 
them are so nice. She feels most encouraged in her role 
when she sees improvement of any kind in her students, 
whether it be academically or behaviourally. Miss Yang 
has always been interested in science, particularly the 
practical side. She did physics as an A-level, which she 
found very interesting and helped her understand lots of 
different concepts as well as things about her own 
learning style. 
One of Miss Yang’s hobbies is singing! And her fun fact for 
you is that she grew up in China and speaks Mandarin.  

Written by Y11 Co-Editor, Freya 

 

Written by Y11 Co-Editor, Freya 
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Mr Badhan 
Teacher of Science 

 

Mr Badhan recently joined Oxted as a new Science teacher 
- he teaches all sciences to KS3 but he prefers to teach 
Biology and Chemistry to KS4, as he has a degree in these. 
To no one’s surprise, his favourite subject in school was 
Biology.  
Mr Badhan shared that teaching has become his passion 
after so many years pursuing this career on and off. His 
journey started in Bangladesh after he finished his GCSEs 
and began private teaching sessions to students until 2015. 
He then completed his A-levels and got into his undergrad 
in 2017. Mr Badhan moved to the UK in 2023 and Oxted is 
the second school he has taught in since moving here.  
Mr Badhan used to play football in his spare time but now 
works out with his wife during the week. However, his most 
exciting hobby is travelling across Europe. He has travelled 
to 7 European countries in the last 2 years with his wife. 
Fun Fact: 
Mr Badhan is terrible gardener and has killed many of his 
wife’s plants, although she has no idea because he 
replaces them before she notices! 



Miss Chester 
Teacher of Science 

 
The Oxted Science department welcomes a new trainee teacher, 
specialising in Biology, who will be with us until the Easter holidays. She 
recently changed her career from working in healthcare because she has a 
passion for working with young people. While it may come as a surprise, 
despite enjoying science in school, Miss Chester’s favourite subject was 
actually English literature! Miss Chester enjoys reading, socialising with 
her friends, and watching her nephews play football in her spare time. 
Fun Fact: Mrs Chester used to work in A&E and if she ever went back to 
healthcare that is where she would want to work. 

Written by Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin 

 

Written by Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin 
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Ms Hajallie 
Teacher of English 

 
Ms Hajallie is not only a new teacher here at Oxted for 3 days a week but is 
also the Trust Leader of English across The Howard Partnership Trust 
secondary schools. Before she was a teacher, Ms Hajallie predominantly 
worked in the human rights sector in refugee camps in Greece, as well as 
working in human rights charities in London. She then began training to be 
a teacher aged 25. Her favourite subjects in school were English, 
Philosophy & Ethics, and she has a Master’s Degree in Theology and  
Religion. She expresses that one of her main reasons for loving these 
subjects was that she loves a good debate! Outside of school Ms Hajallie 
enjoys reading, crocheting and going on dog walks. 
Fun Fact: Ms Hajallie lived in Fiji for 6 months when she was 19. 
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Over February half term 28 Oxted Media & Business 
Studies students were lucky enough to take part in a 
trip to Disneyland Paris. I was one of the lucky 
attendees and can say it was indeed a magical trip. 
On the first day, we went to a seminar for our subject 
after a few hours to explore the park and go on a few 
rides (the Tower of Terror, Avengers Airforce, and 
Indiana Jones, to name a few). Of course, every 
student left with heavier bags and emptier pockets 
than when they arrived, but also a better insight into 
the park, whether it be through the lens of media or 
business. 

A huge thank you to Miss Killick, Miller and Miss 
Logan for organising this fantastic trip!  

Written by Y11 Co-Editor, Freya 

Year 11 Iceland Trip 

While on the topic of school trips, during the February half term, some daring Year 11 
geographers braced the cold of Iceland and witnessed the amazing scenery and even 

spotted some rare northern lights. Despite the cold weather, all came back with amazing 
memories and experiences which they will surely never forget! If you are in Year 10 this is 

such an amazing experience and is definitely worth it if you have the opportunity. 

Written by Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin 

 



A huge thank you to Ruby in Y12 for letting us use 
her fantastic ‘get to know me’ posters! 
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Celebrating World Book Day at Oxted School! 

This week, our school has been buzzing with excitement as we celebrated World 
Book Day, a wonderful opportunity to share our love of reading and explore the 
magic of storytelling. 

The Year 7 Carnegie group had a fantastically exciting experience with a special visit 
to meet acclaimed author Rachel Delahaye. Students were inspired as they 
discovered the secrets behind creating compelling characters for stories. The trip 
highlighted how reading not only sparks imagination but also helps writers craft 
authentic, engaging narratives. 

Back in school, students enjoyed a secret book swap in the library, where everyone 
could exchange a favourite book and discover something new. Meanwhile, Years 7–9 
took part in a “Guess the Reader” competition, spotting staff members captured in 
photos reading their favourite books. This fun activity encouraged students to 
connect with books in a playful and interactive way. 

 

 

 

 

Reading is more than just a hobby, it’s a 
doorway to learning, empathy, and 
creativity. Whether you’re reading a gripping 
novel, exploring non-fiction, or listening to 
audiobooks, every page opens up new 
perspectives and ideas. Audio books, in 
particular, are a brilliant way to enjoy stories 
on the go, or to hear a tale brought to life by 
a skilled narrator. 

World Book Day reminds us that reading is 
for everyone and can take many forms. By 
making time for books, we not only enrich 
our minds but also nurture our imagination 
and understanding of the world around us. 
So grab a book, listen to a story, or swap 
one with a friend, you never know where it 
might take you! 

Written by Mrs May 
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New Year Resolutions 

New Year resolutions is where you commit to not doing something for as long as 
possible out of the whole year some people find it hard where some 
people don’t on average only 10% of the world complete it all the way through 
the year .   

What is your New Year resolution?   

It can be little from like come in to school as much as you 
can school. Or maybe starting a new club and making new friends.   

  

Written by Y7 Representative, Lilly  

 

Why do we eat chocolate eggs at Easter?  

A long time ago, it was very common to give up 
any animal products for Lent, with eggs included. This 
meant that Easter was the perfect time to eat eggs as it 
symbolised breaking the fast, like how many of you will 
give up chocolate for Lent and eat a chocolate. The egg 
also symbolises new beginnings, fitting for Jesus’ rebirth 
in the story of Easter. However, the original hard-boiled 
egg didn’t make the switch straight to chocolate. During 
the Victorian Era, it was common to wrap cardboard in 
satin and ribbons and hide small gifts and letters 
inside. Eventually, French and German chocolatiers took 
over with small bitter creations that turned into the 
hollow sweet treasures that we know and love today.  

  

Written by Y7 Representative, Lara 
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The Winter Olympics  
 
 
When were they invented?  
The winter Olympics were first held in the French alps in 1924, 28 years after the 
revival of the original one in 1896.  
 
  
Why were they invented?  
During this era, there was a rapidly growing increase in the popularity of Winter 
sports. Figure skating and ice hockey were already events in the Summer 
Olympics by 1920, but it seemed that there were so many snowy sports that 
they needed a competition of their own.  
 
  
How many sports were in the first Winter Olympics?  
In the very first Winter Olympics, there were only five 
sports: bobsleigh, curling, ice 
hockey, Nordic skiing and skating. Beyond that, they were only 16 competing  
countries!  
 
  

Written by Y7 Representative, Lara 
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GCSEs 
For those of you in Year 9 or below, have you considered your choices for GCSEs? While it may 
seem like something far off that you don’t have to consider now, it’s a good idea to be 
prepared and keep an open mind. Is there may be a subject that you have a particular interest 
in or just want to have a go at? Maybe some of your hobbies have a Related GCSE, here is a link 
to see all the available GCSEs: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrjh92p 

GCSEs are an important part of your secondary school education and is a vital tool for later in 
your academic life, as your results determine what A level subjects you can take and if you 
decide to jump straight into the working world, what jobs you can get or what you can study at 
university. While they are important, it is also good to remember they don’t define your 
intelligence or how you will do in life, but they are a strong starting point that unlocks the doors 
to many other opportunities. If you do happen to fail an exam or simply don’t like your score, 
you can always retake the exam, so getting a bad result doesn’t mean it’s stuck like that 
forever, you just need to work even harder to achieve what you want. Year 9 is one of the most 
important years of your school journey, it’s when subjects start to explore more difficult topics 
and is the groundwork for what you learn while preparing for your GCSEs, so come into it 
thinking of the way you want to leave. 

 

Written by Y8 Representative, Seve 

I think the first effect of having too much homework outside of school is that if we have after 
school clubs (as I do myself) it gets hard to be able to juggle having after school clubs to then 
come home and have to do homework and sport. It gets a little too much work sometimes. We 
may come into school the next day feeling tired, as we will sit up late doing homework like I do 
myself, or we may be coming in and getting detentions because we are always busy after 
school and don’t have time to settle down and relax for a moment, as we have extra homework 
that we may have missed. We may have to start missing after school clubs, and maybe not 
even being able to have time to wind down and relax or have time with our families. Even 
though some of us might always have our homework done and ready it may be a struggle to 
keep on top of this. We may find it hard to always have our homework ready and sorted.   

Written by Y8 Representative, Jess 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrjh92p


YEAR 9 ONLY  

What is the Harris Academy STEM competition, what is STEM, and how can you enter?  

Oxted School has been kindly invited by Harris Academy in Sutton to participate in the Year 9 
STEM competition! In this competition, a vast selection of schools take part in a building 
challenge, where you can make use of your scientific skills, collaborate alongside people as 
passionate as you are and overcome obstacles with your team. Only six people will be 
selected for this challenge, and must all be from year 9! Even if your friends aren’t able to 
make it into the competition, this can give you a chance to spread your wings and meet new 
people who share the same interests as you do.  

  

What is STEM?  

STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. You may have taken 
part in a STEM workshop a few months prior to this, and if the collaborative activities 
or learning further about science interested you – or if you enjoyed it – then this competition is 
perfect for you. And if you enjoy STEM related subjects (like science, maths, design 
technology, even art!) then signing up for this is a fantastic opportunity for you to expand your 
knowledge and find a new passion.  

  

How do I sign up?  

All you need to do is visit the science staffroom at either break or lunchtime and speak to Mrs 
Edwards. Don’t hesitate or be afraid to sign up, as she, along with the rest of the department 
are more than happy to invite you! The competition takes place on Thursday 26 March 2026, 
from 4.00pm until 5.30pm, where you will meet at Harris Academy, Sutton, and compete 
against a large variety of different schools. Make sure to sign up before the date, and Oxted 
School hope to see you there!  

  

Written by Y9 Representative, Rosie   
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Top 5 Weirdest School Rules of the Past 
 
If you think Oxted School’s rules are weird, think again. From “no smiling” to “standing on 
one leg for hours,” students in the past had wacky rules at schools.  
 

1. Standing on One Leg as Punishment 
In the 18th and 19th centuries, standing on one leg was a common form of corporal 
punishment, used to enforce discipline and obedience. In some cases, you would be 
balancing for hours. Good luck finishing your homework whilst doing that. 
 

2. No Excessive Smiling 
How good is your poker face?  
Excessive smiling was more than a reason for punishment in the past. It was believed 
to “weaken moral character” and reflect “a lack of self-control.”  
Yikes, a class with your friends must have been rough... 
 

3. Trapped Fingers 
You are found fidgeting – into the stocks it is! In Victorian schools, students’ fingers 
would be tied behind their backs in wooden stocks to prevent fidgeting. That’s 
essentially like kid-safe handcuffs. 
 

4. Never Write with your Left Hand 
Are you a lefty? 
Best of luck to you, my friend. Being left-handed was seen as a punishable offence 
long ago. Travel a few centuries back and your left-hand would be tied behind you so 
you could only physically use your right-hand. Nothing screams ‘education’ like a 
forced game of human Twister. 
 

5. Feet on the Floor 
In some classrooms, students’ feet had to be firmly planted on the floor when in their 
seats. Basic, right? Well...if you were too short to reach the floor, a dictionary would 
be placed under your feet. It must have been vital to eat all your greens for the safety 
of your height. 
 
 
 

 

Written by Y10 Representative, Olivia 



From panic to peace - How to stay calm during the exam period  

Have you ever been sitting at your desk, trying to focus on those flashcards for that geography 
test next week and you just can’t focus? No matter what you do: pure silence, relaxing lo-
fi beats, or those methods you see that study influencers swear by, nothing you read goes into 
your brain. Well, today we will dive into the tips and tricks from universities, past 
students and a few underrated techniques that will hopefully help you get ready for those 
exams.  

 Let's begin with a couple of tips from Cambridge University - one of the most prestigious 
universities in England. One of the first things Cambridge suggests for a 
clean, organised schedule is that you structure your days. This allows you to both revise and 
keep up with socialising, having your own hobbies and having some downtime. For example, if 
you get home from school at around 4:00, maybe have 10 minutes each night to go over what 
you did during that day, or perhaps set a goal to create 10 flashcards. This will boost your 
dopamine (the hormone inside your brain that makes you feel happy) as you give your brain a 
sense of achievement after completing this task. Or if you aren't one for solo studies, maybe 
opt for another one of the universities tips: study with friends. Set up a study day where you all 
go to a coffee shop and revise. This gives you a sense of connection, confidence and 
collaboration.  

Secondly, some tricks from past students. A major tip that comes up a lot is made sure to 
remember to take breaks. An overload of information in one go will stress you out and make 
you feel overwhelmed. Even a five-minute break can help the mind to regain calm. 
(The pomodoro timer is very good for this - a 25-minute study block with a 5-minute 
break). Another tip is using active learning techniques, such as self-testing and flashcards, 
rather than just reading the notes from your books. They are important, yes, but simply reading 
them will not help with long-term memory.   

Finally, a personal favourite of mine is to work out what helps you revise. Everyone is 
different, your friend might enjoy using flashcards, while you might remember more by using 
mind maps of different subjects. What matters is what helps you study, not what everyone else 
uses.   

Hopefully this will help you when it comes to your exams but just remember not to overwork 
yourself – it's no use spending 5 hours on a Saturday revising, when only about 25% of that 
knowledge stays locked in your brain. It’s about quality, not quantity. 

Written by Y10 Representative, Isabella 
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Has AI stolen your future? 
 
I’m sure that at this point in 2026 we have all used AI in some capacity – even those who object to its 
moral issues have certainly used it through Spotify, google searches or even by scrolling on TikTok. 
This in itself is not necessarily an issue, however, (as students who most likely already know a little 
on this subject) AI is predicted to wipe out careers in fields such as art, writing and data-based 
white-collar jobs. This could ruin the livelihoods of billions: not to mention ruining the dream jobs of 
our younger generation. As well as this, AI is involved in illicit deepfakes, bias law cases and 
surveillance. 
 
AI was originally just an experiment that was later intended to have practical applications like 
research and data collection – how can something with such a bright future go so wrong? Us. We 
have gotten lazy and taken it too far; with artificial intelligence creeping in to modelling, 
advertisement, music, art and writing. In my opinion, this is what puts us over the edge – we have 
lost creativity, emotion and ethics to a cold machine. Our tech is improving at an exponential rate 
meaning that soon the AI we will already have could become smarter than us, all because we seek 
speed and convenience over real people. 
 
AI is already linked to so much evil that we often ignore its success in areas like healthcare, coding 
and scientific advancement. However, should this potential take priority over the 2 million+ women 
and children that have had innocent images manipulated into explicit content? Or the 204,000 
creative jobs that are predicted to be obliterated by AI (in the US during 2026)? These statistics may 
obviously point to AI as a negative, but we must consider whether the technology itself is wrong or if 
it is just our misguided use of it. 
 
Some believe that artificial intelligence will go rogue and kill us all, other see it as a fad that will fade 
and others think it is a useful and positive technological advancement. Whatever you believe, in our 
modern world it is vital that we take time to research AI and learn its positives and negatives before 
allowing it to take up more space in our society for the safety of our image, careers and overall 
ethical lifestyles. 
 
So no, I don't believe AI has stolen your future – not yet at least. However, if we continue to expand 
our ever-intensifying use of AI we may all begin to be at risk. And don't worry, this article was not 
written by a robot. 
 

Written by Y11 Representative, Farrah 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates for Year 11 
‘Set for Success’ Evening (Thursday 26 March 2026) 
First exam: English Lit 1 (11 May 2026) – only 8 weeks to go!  
Year 11 Prom (Friday 10 Jul 2026) 
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