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Dear Parents and Carers

It was lovely to meet with so many families last week whilst supporting our
annual school production. | would like to congratulate all students involved in
Mary Poppins. Their performances were excellent and a real credit to themselves
and the school. From the confidence and commitment shown on stage, to the
teamwork, resilience, and dedication demonstrated throughout rehearsals, every student played a
vital role in making the production such a success.

| am incredibly proud of the talent, hard work, and positivity shown by the cast and crew, both on
and off the stage. Thank you also to staff and families for your continued support, this production
truly showcased the very best of our school community. Well done to everyone involved!

As ever, please do get in contact with the Inclusion Team if you have any questions or concern.
In the meantime, | wish you all a safe and relaxing weekend.

Mrs P Waller
Assistant Principal - Inclusion




Oxted School Bringing out the best
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@ We are continuing to raise the
m- profile of reading. Reading is a big
deal, particularly for secondary age children. The benefits
are well known to us; it improves vocabulary, it develops
writing, it improves knowledge overall.
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Teenagers who read for fun are better able to clarify their
career goals and understand the consequences of risky
behaviour. In an age where our children are bombarded
with carefully curated, unrealistic digital lives, the novel
might just be the best place to learn what it really is to be
human. Through reading and engaging in somebody else’s
story we learn to listen. For the adolescent brain it
develops empathy and means we send kinder people out
into the world.

Some useful ideas on how to support reading can be
found at

https:/www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk/Listing/Category/gr
ow-a-love-of-reading

One of the key discussion points with students has been
around managing the demands of schoolwork and
revision and not wasting time. Our three key questions
are:

* What are you going to stop? L]
* What are you going to try?
¢ What are you doing already?
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more independently and confidently.

At Oxted, this may include:

e Laptops or tablets to reduce barriers linked to
handwriting or recording speed

e Read aloud and text to speech tools to support
reading comprehension

o Coloured overlays or screen filters for students with
visual stress

e Organisation and planning tools, such as digital
checklists or reminders

Assistive technology is used to support learning, not
replace it, and students are taught how to use these tools
effectively and responsibly. Where appropriate, this
support is gradually built into lessons to promote
independence and prepare students for exams and
post-16 pathways.

Supporting Working Memory

Working memory is the ability to hold
and manipulate information in the
mind. Difficulties with working memory
are common for students with SEND
and can affect following instructions,
retaining information, and completing
tasks.

Help at Home

Keep instructions short and clear
+ Give one instruction at a time where possible
e Ask your child to repeat instructions back to check
understanding

Use visual supports

o Timetables, checklists, and planners can reduce
memory load

e Encourage writing homework steps down before
starting

Chunk learning
e Break revision or homework into short, manageable
sections
 Build in regular breaks

Support organisation
o Help your child prepare bags and equipment the night
before
¢ Use colour-coding for subjects or folders

Over-learning and repetition
e Regular, short revision sessions are more effective
than long ones
» Revisiting key information little and often helps move
learning into long-term memory

Reduce cognitive overload
o A quiet, clutter-free workspace can make a significant
difference
o Limit distractions such as phones or background noise
during study time

If working memory difficulties are significantly impacting
your child at home, please let us know so we can ensure
strategies are aligned between home and school.


https://www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk/Listing/Category/grow-a-love-of-reading
https://www.beanstalkcharity.org.uk/Listing/Category/grow-a-love-of-reading

Oxted School Bringing out the best

Spotlight on: . T
ﬂ English as an Additional Language '?._,;_languaye-ﬁngush
(EAL) g S

Below are some practical and accessible ways families can support EAL learners at home.

Using First Language as a Strength
¢ Encourage your child to discuss learning in their first language, this supports understanding and does not hinder English
development
» Reading, storytelling, or watching educational content in the home language helps build vocabulary and comprehension
skills that transfer to English
¢ Parents do not need to be fluent in English to support learning effectively

Building Vocabulary at Home
o Talk about new words daily, linking them to real life experiences
o Create a personal vocabulary list or notebook for new subject specific words
o Use pictures, diagrams, or mind maps to support understanding
o Revisit key vocabulary regularly to help it move into long term memory

Reading Together
» Encourage reading in both English and the home language
e Audiobooks can support pronunciation and comprehension
¢ Discuss what has been read using prompts such as:
o Who was involved?
o What happened?
o Why do you think this happened?

Every language is an asset, and we are proud to celebrate the diversity within our Oxted community.




