
Motte, Bailey and Mastery: Year 7 Rise
to the Challenge

During Autumn Term 2, our Year 7 students investigated the topic of the Norman
Conquest of England and the impact it had on the country. As part of this work, students
explored how William the Conqueror maintained his power and presence after 1066.

One of the key methods William used was the building of castles. He oversaw the
construction of around 700 castles across England, with motte and bailey castles being
among the earliest. These castles were quick and relatively cheap to build, making them an
effective way to establish Norman control and defend important locations.

To encourage students to further develop their learning, the History Department set an
extra-curricular research task focusing on motte and bailey castles. We received some
fantastic entries that demonstrated excellent effort, creativity and historical understanding.

This task also formed part of the Inter-House competition, and plenty of House points will
be added.

Well done to everyone who took part, a fantastic effort all round!
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