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News around the World since our last edition:

aid to be broughtin

reopen the government

trials

- The Sudan civil war conflict continues with the UN calling for a ceasefire to allow for
- The US government shutdown has finally ended with the senate passing a bill to
- The UK government restricts the right to a jury trial to reduce backlog of criminal

- The UK government budget was released by the chancellor Rachel Reeves- this tells
the Uk population any changes that there will be to taxes

By Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin

-5 Jan)

Feb)

Key Dates Dates to put in the Calendar
Christmas holidays! (19 Dec Carol Concert (15 Dec at United Reform Church)
Deadline for external Sixth Form applications (30

Jan)
Inset Day (4 Feb) School Show: Mary Poppins (29, 30, and 31 Jan)
Year 9 Options Evening (5 Valentine’s Day (14 Feb)
Feb) Parents Forum (3 March)
February half term (14 - 22 Spring Concert (24 March)
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WORDS OF THE EDITION
Farrah’s vocab booster
Innumerable - countless or too many to be counted

Unquantifiable - something that cannot be expressed with nhumbers, often referring to subjective qualities,
feelings, or concepts

Inter-House Events
As I’m sure many of you have heard, there is a big emphasis on House spirit and competition
. But how can you get involved? Well, below are a list of Inter-House events over the

coming academic year, so get stuck in and support your House!
English: Sixth Form Literacy Adaption History: Year 7 Design and Build a Norman Castle
Year 7,8, & 9 spelling bee MFL: Year 8: Universal Children’s Day
Maths: Year 7 Sparx Drama: Year 10 and 11
PE: Year 8 Business: Year 10/11/Sixth Form Enterprise
Technology: Design a Gingerbread House (all Politics: Debate on current affairs and politics (all
years) Years)
Geography: Year 9 Christmas Bauble (all years) Music: Year 8: Christmas song
RE: Year 8: Escape Room All years: 15 days of Christmas

-
New changes to the UK justice system and how juries will work

Since the creation of the Magna Carta in 1215, democracy and justice have been a key part of
the UK law system, and since 1679 it has been a legal requirement to have a jury present at
the vast majority of criminal cases. However, the justice secretary has just announced new
reforms to how juries will work in the UK going forward. This has been done to deal with the
large backlog of criminal cases in the UK; now juries will only be present at cases that carry a
three or more-year sentence.

But what is a jury?

Ajuryis formed of twelve random UK citizens whose job it is to listen to court proceedings
and come to a verdict on whether a person is innocent or guilty. Anyone can be called to do
it, and it typically lasts around 10 working days. The idea is that 12 people from differing
backgrounds will create the most just verdict.

The change has been brought in to reduce waiting times for trials across England and Wales,
as currently there is a backlog of almost 78,000 cases, waiting to be heard by a judge.

But what do you think: will these new ‘swift courts’ (which contain no juries) solve the
extreme wait times or is this a threat to democracy in the UK? =5

By Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin 5f2
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The 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion

The first and only Women’s Army Corps led by a black woman and comprised of only women of colour to
serve overseas in the Second World War.

/i Why was the unit formed?
In 1942, the battalion was formed to solve a crisis: 3.7 million
undelivered letters & packages. This may not sound like a
crisis, but just one letter from family to a soldier, fighting tooth
and nail in the trenches, could give them the motivation they
needed to keep going. The 6888 battalion was sent to fix the
problem: deliver all of the letters, which (even though many
thought was impossible) they achieved, providing soldiers with
hope from home, and families with closure.

Who led the unit?

The unit was led by Major Charity Adams, who was
born and raised in South Carolina. Before joining the
war effort, she was a teacher & graduate studentin
Ohio, and she quickly established herself, leading

to rapid promotions. Many saw her as a role model
due to her excellent leadership and determination.

By the time she left the army in 1946, she was a
Lieutenant Colonel- the second-highest rank available
towomen in the Corps.

One of Major Adams’s famous moments was when an unnamed general demanded to review the unit, but
only 1/3 of the unit was available due to the 8 hour shifts the women worked. When the general still demanded
to see the resting workers and was refused, he told Major Adams that he would replace her with a lower ranked
white officer, to which she defiantly replied, ‘over my dead body’. Major Adams was warned she would face a
court-martial for her behaviour; however, her defence came down to a counter-court-martial based on
directives that banned the use of racially charged language. The general dropped his charge. This moment
really shows the kind of role model she was; strong-willed, determined, and a true upstander.

What were some problems the women faced?

By late 1944, nearly 14,000 Wacs were serving overseas, but this excluded women of colour due to the US
Army’s segregation policy. Instead, they were confined to stateside roles, despite their training and
qualifications. This was challenged by civil rights leaders like Mary McLeod Bethune, who worked with
Eleanor Roosevelt to pressure the war department into allowing women of colour to join these army corps.
The next challenge the women faced was the rigid racial classifications imposed by the US. When they
enlisted, the women had to choose whether they identified as black (being placed in a segregated unit, like the
688" battalion) or white. Just enlisting for the army, Lydia Thornton, who was of Afro-Mexican descent, faced
this decision, choosing to serve under the strict rules of segregation.

FUN FACT: While working in Birmingham, the women could not find a salon or shop that stocked treatments or
products they needed, so to fix this problem, Captain Mildred Carter collected all the necessary materials and

equipment to make their own beauty parlour.

By Y11 Co-Editor, Freya
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Mary Poppins Behind The Scenes

Caitlin and | were invited to see an after-school rehearsal for the school show: Mary Poppins. Mr Packer &
Mrs Homewood were so kind as to let us sit in singing practice and even interview some of the cast.

Sitting and watching the rehearsal was such a magical experience, with a lovely atmosphere of joy,
laughter, and great enthusiasm from all. Giggles could be heard between songs, yet the hard work the
students are putting in is extremely clear, as well as the talent they possess.

As mentioned earlier, Caitlin and | were lucky enough to steal some of the cast away from their singing, to
ask them a few questions and get to know them. We spoke to Freya, the schools very own Mary Poppins,
and found that she had only recently found her passion for acting & singing, though you would never be
able to guess she hadn’t been doing it her whole life. We then asked her why she thinks people should
come and watch the show in January, to which she told us that people should come because everyone
has been working so incredibly hard and dedicating a lot of their time to it.

Some other cast members we spoke to were the cheeky Banks children, played by Elspeth and Alex, who
seem very true to their characters, with cheeky grins and their enthusiastic manner. Elspeth told us that
she has always enjoyed acting and was in the last school show, Matilda. Alex, similarly, has been fond of

acting for a few years, but his story is a little different; he signed up to act in a musical in primary school to

boost his confidence, which not only worked how he’d hoped, but also sparked his passion for acting. We
then asked them about their favourite scenes, which Elspeth told us was a scene where they (Jane Banks
& Michael Banks) argue over icing. Similarly, Alex told us his is when his character has a go at Mary
Poppins.

The current show dates are the 29", 30" and 31°t of January so keep an eye out for ticket sales! The show is
setto be 1 hour long and is jam packed full of fun, mischief and 30 ear-worm worthy songs.

Stay tuned for some more cast interviews after Christmas!

Mary Poppins - Freya Robertson Ay — Roman
Bert - Laila Neleus — Rosanna
Michael Banks — Alex Bird woman - Lara

Jane Banks - Elspeth Mrs Corry — Emily
Winifred Banks — Rosa Chairman - Abigail
George banks — Alex John Northbrook — Oscar
Katia Nanna - Josephine Miss Smythe — Daisy
Miss Andrew - Maisy Policeman - Lewis
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On 27 November, the Year 12 got to on a very interesting trip to the Old Bailey. This
was yet another trip run by Mr Towl, Head of Law & Criminology, and was attended
by Ms Meedeniya. Below is some information about the trip provided by Mr Towl.

The Old Bailey, officially the Central Criminal Court is the court where the most
serious criminal cases in London are heard, as well as high profile cases from
around the country.

It is built next to Newgate Prison and still has a condemned cell and an interior
patio where hangings used to take place after the prison was led from the cell,
along "dead man's walk", to the place of execution.

Year 12 students will not be taken along dead man's walk but instead will be able

to watch serious criminal trials while spending a couple of hours without their
mobile phones (which are not allowed in the visitors' galleries of the courts).

Written By Y11 Co-Editor, Freya

Monday 8 December Sixth Form students took part in a mock trial in the Main Hall, taking the
roles of barristers, withesses, judge, jury and the accused.
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Are you interested in giving back to the community?
A new opportunity has come up, which is perfect for those passionate about
helping the world, as well as the local community.

Ever heard of a Rotary Club? Well, | wouldn’t be surprised if you haven’t. Rotary
Clubs are stereotypically a group of old men, who meet up at the pub
occasionally, but the key word in that sentence is ‘stereotype’. The Head Prefects,
Scarlett, Alizah, and |, met with 2 representatives from Oxted & Limpsfield’s
Rotary Club, who were keen to tell us that many of their members are actually
under the age of 40, and more young people are getting involved in the
organisation. They were also very clear on the actual role of the club, which is all
about charity. There are Rotary Clubs all over the world and they raise money for
aid after natural disasters, ending polio by vaccinating people in different
countries, and many more great causes that you will find out about when you sign

up.

Email me at OXT21CarterF@oxted.thpt.org.uk with your full name, tutor group,
and why you want to join & would be a good candidate for the team to join Oxted
School’s very own Rotary Club! You will be involved in raising money for the
same causes as other rotary clubs as well as our own chosen charities -and even
be given opportunities that could take you across the world. Furthermore, this
counts towards Duke of Edinburgh volunteering!

We will meet twice a month and although it’s mostly student run and led by the
Head Prefects (Me as president of the club, Scarlett as secretary, and Alizah as
treasury - this means there will be deputy positions up for grabs for year 10
students), our organisation will also be overseen by, Miss Logan, Mrs Duke, and
Mrs Bristow, as well as our contacts at the local Rotary Club joining us regularly.
We are aiming for at least two passionate volunteers per year group, so if you want
to secure your spot, make sure you signh up before Friday 19 December.

By Y11 Co-Editor, Freya
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Key Date: Virtual Parents’ Evening (Thursday 22 January 2026)

Christmas Around The World

We all know about Christmas. In the UK, most of us celebrate on the 25
December to exchange gifts and eat festive food. However, it’s not the
same everywhere. For example, countries that use the Julian Calendar
—e.g. Russia, Serbia, Montenegro - often celebrate on January 7. Many
countries also celebrate on the 24 (Christmas Eve) including many
Scandinavian and Latin American countries.

However, it’s not just the date that’s different! In Germany, Christmas
isn’t all sunshine and rainbows. On December 5, it is Krampusnacht;
St. Nicholas’ evil companion visits the houses of misbehaving children
either scaring them, beating them or even eating them. There is also
Pere Fouettard in France, literally translating to ‘Father Whipper’.
Varying stories have varying levels of danger; from just giving them coal
in their shoes to carrying them away in his sack.

Don’t lose heart though, not all Christmas traditions involve punishing
the naughty children! Germany is also where we get the idea of
Christmas trees from, a tradition that the British started doing in the
Victorian age. The 1800s was also when we started to send Christmas
cards: manufacturing them was far easier post-Industrial Revolution.

Since Australia is on the other side of the planet, their Christmas is in
Summer. Their traditions include beach BBQs, carols by candlelight
and even leaving a beer out for Santa!

By Y7 Representative, Lara
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KEY DATES:
Academic Review Day (Monday 12 January 2026)
Virtual Parents’ Evening (Thursday 12 March 2026)

Some facts about space which you may not know!

Space is areally big place; Earth is like a proton compared to our universe.

Fun fact: There is a planet called HD 189733b known for its deep blue coloL
and deadly weather, including winds of 5,400 mph and sideways rain of
molten glass.

If you look up into the sky you may be able to spot some of these planets:

Jupiter — It rises in the east mid-evening and by late evening moves higher in the sky, often
reaching ~60° above the horizon when moving south. It’s bright and relatively easy to spot with the
naked eye.

Saturn — Saturn is also visible after sunset in the early evening sky, particularly early in the night.
It won’t be as bright as Jupiter but still a cool sight to see.

Mercury — Mercury becomes visible low on the eastern horizon
about 30-45 minutes before sunrise, especially around early to
mid-December. Because it’s close to the Sun, you only have a short
window to see it.

The universe is big, really big! To put it into perspective, ifahuman

L e
L]

Were the size of a hydrogen atom, the solar system would be about

the size of a grain of sand, and our galaxy would be a thousand times bigger than that. The universe
contains billions of galaxies, each with billions of stars, making us appear miniature compared to
the real size of the universe.

Another fun fact: The UK can see constellations, like the big dipper and The Northern Star,
which are completely invisible to people in the Southern Hemisphere.

Remember to keep an eye out for Santa and his reindeer sometime between about 9:00 pm and
midnight on Christmas Eve. Merry Christmas!

Written By Y8 Representative, Seve
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KEY DATES:
Year 9 Options Evening (5 February2026)
Academic Review Day (2 March 2026)
Parents Evening (30 April 2026)

Careers fair m D aut the Bess
The Careers fair took place on Tuesday - OXTED SCHOOL
2 December and gave many students CAREERS FAIR 2025

the unique opportunity to explore geiiichio oy PEITES

future opportunities. The day began
with year 11s and from there each year B8 Wik Teaaitoy 2 Oeconitr fam e 21500
would spend a period in the Sports
Hall. A wide variety of jobs were there, o
from the army to consulting firms and
nurseries. Students were able to talk to
people with jobs they might be

interested in and see what steps they
needed to take to make that a reality. It

Monit o Wwvmdah onsh ome, in] Lihimsg povtmn )

was very well received!

If you are interested in more events like this, the Careers department
(Mr Orozco) arranges lots of talks from professionals and lots of
workshops throughout the school year. Pay a visit to his office by the
library and see if anything catches your interest.

Written By Y9 Representative, Lara
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KEY DATES:
Virtual Parents’ Evening (Thursday 19 March 2026)

Why do we have Christmas Trees?

With Christmas just around the corner, I'm sure many of you are beginning to raise your festive
spirits with gingerbread houses, sipping hot chocolate and, of course, hopefully decorating a
Christmas tree! But how did we decide that ornamenting a small tree inside our homes was the way
to celebrate Christmas? Well, let's find out!

Our journey starts in the late 16" century, in the upper Rhineland of Germany. In such cold and
unforgiving weather, the Germans needed something to remind them of the real meaning behind
Christmas. So, one day a popular protestant priest by the name of Martin Luther (any history takers
may be familiar with him) cut down a tree, placed it in his church and hung candles all around the
branches. Back then, trees were a symbol of life and growth, while light and candles represented
God and heaven, so combining the two was a powerful symbol of life and God! Everyone at first
thought it was a beautiful but rather odd way of celebrating the holiday, but they did it anyway.

Fast forward to the Victorian Era. Queen Victoria has married Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg and are
happily living their lives with their eldest daughter, Princess Victoria (They end up having a total of
nine children by 1860!). Albert, being from Germany, decides to show both of them a wonderful
German custom, the Christmas Tree! It immediately becomes a popular tradition among the
Victorians, with many putting up their own and decorating them with all sorts of things, from
gingerbread and sweets to candles, wax figurines and other edible treats!

Now, the Christmas tree is a beautiful and fascinating custom that people all over the world use. Its
colourful ornaments and dazzling ribbons are a good way to begin your Christmas festivities, so the
real question is, how are you going to decorate yours?

Written By Y10 Representative, Isabella
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Strange Christmas Traditions from Around the World .Eﬂst'—*“' '3
Gather your reindeer, because we are going on a global slelgh '
ride through the most bizarre Christmas
traditions across the continents.

If you ever thought Elf on the Shelf was mischievous, then prepare yourself for the Yule Lads: 13
Icelandic folklore troublemakers, with names like Spoon Licker, Meat Hook and Doorway Sniffer —
basically a festive boy band but made with rejected Avengers. During the 13 nights before
Christmas, a different Lad will visit children to leave them small gifts...or a rotting potato in their
shoe. Thanks to this tradition, youngsters will leave their shoes on windowsills in hopes of finding
presents the next day, and not vegetables that look like they’ve crawled from the Upside Down.
But, hey — points for the weirdness, Iceland.

North America:

In Oaxaca, Mexico, people carve radishes into artistic displays of Nativity scenes, local

figures and various symbols during the Noche de Rabanos on the 23rd of December. The best
veggie masterpiece wins the competition. Imagine Bob Ross meets radish: happy trees replaced
with happy vegetables.

Venezuela celebrates Christmas with a huge roller-skate to Church for Mass from the 16th of
December to the 24th. Think “Fast & Furious: Christmas Drift” but with roller skates and less
explosions (hopefully). Additionally, children will tie string to their toe and hang the end from their
window for skaters to tug as a ‘wakeup call’ for Church. Now that’s an alarm clock worth trying. &
Asia:

Although Christmas is not a traditional holiday in Japan, they still take it seriously with KFC (yes, i
you read it correctly, KFC). After a 1970s marketing campaign, “Kentucky for Christmas!” families
in Japan preorder their Christmas fried chicken buckets weeks in advance for this beloved
tradition. Colonel Sanders is basically their Santa.

Liberia played an UNO reverse on the commonly known Santa. Instead of giving gifts, this Liberian
Christmas figure (known as the Old Man Bayka) asks for them. He wanders the streets and
receives gifts from others, encouraging generosity and a sense of community.

Oceania:

In Australia, Santa ditches the sleigh for a surfboard, navigating the waves like a pro. Here, beach
barbeques replace our usual roast and snowmen are made from sand: the festive new edition of =
sandcastles. You could call an Aussie Christmas a reenactment of when Monica’s radiator broke
in Friends...everyone’s sweating and questioning their life choices.

Unfortunately, there is no “official" Christmas tradition in Antarctica, as the penguins have not
agreed to celebrate yet. However, scientists there throw a festive party and dinner to enjoy the
most wonderful time of the year.

Whether your Christmas is KFC-flavoured, full of radishes or on wheels, one thing is
clear: Christmas around the world is wonderfully weird. As quoted in Home Alone,
“Merry Christmas, ya filthy animal.”

By Y10 Representative, Olivia
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Key Dates for Year 11
Deadline for internal applicants for applying to Oxted Sixth Form (Friday 12 December)
Deadline for external applicants for applying to Oxted Sixth Form (Tuesday 30" December)
Virtual Parents’ Evening (Thursday 15 January 2026)

Spring Assessments - all subjects (9-13 Feb and 23-27 Feb)
Reports (Thursday 19 March)

Set for Success Evening (Wednesday 26 March)

Year 11 Prom (Friday 10 July)

This year’s school Careers Fair, held in the Sports Hall, brought
together a wide range of organisations to help students explore
their future pathways. The event, organised by Mr Orozcco,
offered something for everyone, whether students were
considering college, apprenticeships, or simply discovering new
career options. There were many colleges and universities that
attended such as Brighton university, Croydon College, Coulsdon
College, East Surrey College, North Kent College, Hadlow College,
Plumpton College and Omni Academy, along with many other
companies offering apprenticeships and job opportunities for
post-16.

Many students were particularly interested in the Surrey Police
stand, which generated lots of discussion about different roles
within the force and the training involved. Across the hall,
students engaged with exhibitors, asked thoughtful questions,
and collected details about courses, qualifications, and future
opportunities. The Careers Fair successfully encouraged students
to think about their next steps and highlighted just how many
pathways are available.

By Y11 Representative, Sophie
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Christmas around the world

In such a happy festive season we find comfort in slipping back into traditions - whether its hot chocolates by
a toasty fire, decorating the tree (an activity that is thought to originate in Germany), or opening a new day of
an advent calendar, these little wintry habits that are incredibly nostalgic to us may seem alien to those from
other places. This is a mini guide to traditions around the globe!

England

® many English traditions revolve around festive foods such as mince pies, roast diner, Christmas pudding
and mulled wine

@® Many attend town fairs and Christmas light celebrations, pantomimes and watching a speech delivered by
the monarch or Christmas day

@ Its traditional to open presents from father Christmas on the morning of the 25th

@ British Christmas icons:

. EDaE

-
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Spain \(‘ = a}‘\% '

® Spanish traditions often blend religion and family

® A Christmas feast is held with family on Nochebuena (Christmas eve) often featuring seafood mains,
jamon and cheese starters, soup and sweet treats such as turron and marzipan

@ Intricate nativity scenes known as Belen are set up (sometimes featuring a caganer or pooping man for
good luck)

@ Often presents are bought by the biblical wise men on dia de los reyes magos or three kings day (the 6th of
January) - children leave shoes outside to be filled with gifts and sweets and there are parades in the streets
Japan

® In Japan, Christmas is seen as a secular (non-religious) romantic holiday often celebrated by couples with
Christmas eve often being treated like Valentine’s day

@ Couples exchange items such as jewellery

® KFC and strawberry shortcake are seen as Christmas food

@® Some children receive small gifts from santa-san however gift giving is mostly between couples or friends -
breaking western family-oriented traditions

@ Cities put up incredible Christmas themed light displays

@ Due to the small Christian population, the holiday is largely commercial and heavily influenced by western
culture
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Venezuela

® One Christmas celebration unique to Venezuela is las Patinates, this is where streets close as people
skate to early morning mass between the 16th and 24th of December - children often dangle strings from
their windows that skaters on the streets below pull to wake the kids up

@® Many festive foods are enjoyed such as hallacas (a corn dough filled with meat stew with olives,
peppers, raisins and is boiled in plantain leaves) as well as roasted pork, pan de Jamon (a sweet bread roll
filled with ham and olives) and chicken salad.

@ Seasonal sweet treats often feature tropical flavours like coconut with warm spices
Liberia
@ Liberian Christmases blend African culture with Christian values

@® A common seasonal greeting is ‘my Christmas on you’ meaning please give me a Christmas gift. This
may seem demanding however it is a polite greeting, and the recipient is expected to give something nice

@® Much like an anti-santa there is a traditional Christmas character called old man Bayka who roams the
streets in tattered rags and a fake beard who asks for gifts or money and is frequently accompanied by
musicians. He is beloved although slightly feared and represents the spirit of gift giving

It is important to note that in the 21°* century, many people everywhere have adopted and
spread innumerable global traditions. The beauty of our interconnected world is that we
appreciate culture —including celebrations such as Christmas.

By Y11 Representative, Farrah



