
News around the World since our last edition: 

- Prince Andrew was stripped of his royal titles and is expected to move out of the 
royal lodge 

- Maria Corina Machado was awarded the Nobel peace prize for her efforts to restore 
Venezuelan democracy 

- Preparations ahead of the UN climate 
summit UN officials and world leaders convened in New York and Geneva ahead of t
he 2025 climate summit 

- Zohran Mamdani is the first Muslim mayor of New York City 
By Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin  

Key Dates 
Inset Day (5 Dec) 
Christmas holidays! (19 Dec – 5 
Jan) 
Inset Day (4 Feb) 
Year 9 Options Evening (5 Feb) 
February half term (14 – 22 Feb) 
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Dates to put in the Calendar  
Friends of Oxted School Christmas Fair 
(6 Dec) 
Carol Concert (15 Dec at United 
Reform Church) 
School Show: Mary Poppins (29, 30, 
and 31 Jan)  
Valentine’s Day (14 Feb) 
Friends of Oxted Quiz Night (27 Feb) 
Parents Forum (3 March) 
Spring Concert (24 March) 
 

Please leave us some 
feedback by scanning the 

QR code below!! 
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Inter-House Events 

As I’m sure many of you have heard there is a big emphasis on House spirit and 
competition (Grants for the win!). But how can you get involved? Well, below are a list of 

Inter-House events over the coming academic year, so get stuck in and support your 
house! 

Food Tech Trip to Borough Market 

With school back in full swing, lots of activities have been going on in and out of school, namely the Year 11 trip 
to Bread Ahead in London.  At the trip, the keen students learnt how to expertly craft both focaccia and ciabatta 
bread, as well as a necessary exploration of the market and all the food on offer!  We will attach a QR code for 
the bread recipes, so feel free to check them out and email us any photos of your creations - we would love to 
include them in the next edition.  

Now for some history! 
Borough Market was founded in the 11th century, and while originally it was mainly British food, you can now 
find all sorts of international cuisine. When speaking to some of the stall sellers, we found some fun facts, 
including a truffle seller who uses dogs to sniff out truffles in forests! 

 
 

History: Year 7 Design and Build a Norman Castle  

MFL: Year 8: Universal Children’s Day  

Drama: Year 10 and 11  

Business: Year 10/11/Sixth Form Enterprise  

Politics: Debate on current affairs and politics (all 
Years)  

Music: Year 8: Christmas song 

All years: 15 days of Christmas 

 

English: Sixth Form Literacy Adaption 

Year 7,8, & 9 spelling bee  

Maths: Year 7 Sparx 

PE: Year 8  

Technology: Design a Gingerbread House (all 
years) 

Geography: Year 9 Christmas Bauble (all years) 

RE: Year 8: Escape Room  

 



For some context, the main political parties in the USA are the Democrats and the Republicans. In American 
politics, the parties are led by several key leaders: the Republicans are led by their speaker of the house, 
Mike Johnson, the senate majority leader, John Thune, and the current president, who I’m sure you’ve all 
heard of, Donald trump. Similarly, the Democrats are led by the chair of the national Democratic 
committee, Ken Martin, the house minority leader, Hakeem Jeffries, and the senate minority leader, Chuck 
Schumer. And although she has decided not to run for president again, some people still see Kamala Harris 
as the leader of the Democrats, which has led to some  confusion around the main leader of the party. 

What is going on right now with US politics? You may have heard about Zohran Mamdani, the first Muslim 
and South Asian mayor of NYC, as well as the ‘youngest person in over a century to lead the largest city in the 
US’. Mamdani has only been mayor since the beginning of November and is already facing hostility from 
Donald Trump; according to BBC news, Trump attempted to dissuade voters from voting blue by stating that 
the choice of mayors was between ‘common sense and communism’, however, as you can see, it did not 
work. Furthermore, Trump even told people they ‘must vote for [Andrew Cuomo] and hope he does a 
fantastic job…He is capable of it, Mamdani is not!’. This clearly shows who the President was hoping to win, 
but it also demonstrates his disrespect for politicians who oppose him. Of course, Trump is allowed to have 
his own political opinions, but is it right for him to tell people who to vote for? To use his influence to sway 
votes?  

To conclude, please make your own informed decision before listening to celebrities, politicians, or 
influencers, because at the end of the day, it’s up to you and only you, who your vote or agreement goes to. 
Be true to yourself and your beliefs when it comes to politics because it’s important. 

The information / quotes from paragraph 2 are from https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/cg51m5emnmvt and https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c231e284345o  
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American politics 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/cg51m5emnmvt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c231e284345o


Here are some photos from the Year 13 Law & Criminology trip to 
Parliament on Tuesday 5 November. The Sixth Form students got to 
attend a workshop on lawmaking and spoke with Claire Coutinho, our 
local MP. This trip was organised by Mr Towl, Head of Law and 
Criminology, and attended by Ms Meedeniya and Mr Gagliotta. 

Reminder to Year 11: Sixth Form applications for internal students open 
on Friday 28 November and close on Friday 12 December, so if you like 
the look of this trip and might want to take Law at Oxted, don’t miss the 
application window! 

 

 

  

OXTED CHRONICLES: EIGHTH EDITION                                                     NOVEMBER  2025 
 MAY 2025 

 

 



By Yr 11 Co-Editor, Caitlin 
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Sparkling secrets  

Ever looked up in an assembly and a fragment of sparkling light caught your eye? 

Well, we did a bit of deep diving into the mystery of the main hall disco ball.  

It was put up for the yearly musical, which, that year, was The Rocky Horror Show and the disco ball 
was seemingly never taken down. Perhaps out of laziness or perhaps as a memento from former 
students, but you can’t deny it does brighten up an otherwise dull assembly. So, what do you think? 
should the disco ball stay up forever, frozen in time, or is it past its best and needs to be taken down?  

 

 Looking for something festive to do in you spare time with the bonus of House 
points and possible prizes? 

Well look no further! 

The Geography department are challenging you to design some Geography 
themed baubles. Only one entry can be entered per person so choose wisely, 
and they must be handed into your Geography teacher by Thursday 4 December. 
The entries will be displayed on the Christmas tree in the Humanities office, and 
everyone is welcome to take part. 

 

By Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin 

By Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin 



Are you interested in giving back to the community? 

A new opportunity has come up, which is perfect for those passionate about 
helping the world, as well as the local community. Ever heard of a Rotary Club? 
Well, I wouldn’t be surprised if you haven’t. Rotary Clubs are stereotypically a 
group of old men, who meet up at the pub occasionally, but the key word in that 
sentence is ‘stereotype’. The Head Prefects, Scarlet, Alizah, and I met with Oxted 
& Limpsfield’s Rotary Club, who were keen to tell us that many of their members 
are actually under the age of 40, and more young people are getting involved in the 
organisation. They were also very clear on the actual role of the club, which is all 
about charity. There are Rotary Clubs all over the world and they raise money for 
aid after natural disasters, ending polio by vaccinating people in different 
countries, and many more great causes that you will find out about when you sign 
up. Scan the QR code at the bottom of the page and fill out the questions to apply 
for Oxted School’s very own Rotary Club! You will be involved in raising money 
for the same causes as other rotary clubs as well as our own chosen charities -
and even be given opportunities that could take you across the world.  

We will meet twice a month and although it’s mostly 
student run and overseen by the Head Prefects, our 
organisation will also be overseen by, Miss Logan, 
Mrs Duke, and Mrs Bristow, as well as our contacts 
at the local Rotary Club joining us regularly. We are 
aiming for at least two passionate volunteers per 
year group, so if you want to secure your spot, make 
sure you sign up before Monday 1 December. 

By Y11 Co-Editor, Freya 
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Bell’s Palsy - What is it?     

Bell’s Palsy is a condition that causes temporary facial paralysis, 
typically affecting one side of the face. There is not an actual reason 
why it happens. The exact cause is not fully understood.  

Recovery time  

3 weeks to your whole of your life  

When does it happen?  

Bell’s Palsy can happen to anyone at any point you can just wake up 
with it or, like me, find out by putting lip gloss on. It is nothing to be 
scared of and it doesn’t happen to everyone but just be aware: if you 
don’t have it, make sure your aware of the people around you as they 
might have it.  

What are the symptoms? 

Dry throat   

Can only move half of your face   

Only one eyebrow will raise   

Only one side of your mouth will smile   

Only one side of your eye will blink 

 

By Y7 Representative, Lilly 

 

Key Date: Virtual Parents’ Evening (Thursday 22 January 2026) 
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History Club   

 History club is run by Mr Ashton and Miss Stephens on a Wednesday 
lunchtime. It is really fun. There are loads of interesting things coming 
up, such as, making time capsules, learning about the history of 
football and sports, learning about the history of musical theatre and 
the history of when the first bubble gum was made. You don’t have to 
come every week - only the days that may interest you.  

Miss Stephens and Mr Ashton will be creating a timetable up of what’s 
coming up.  

By Y7 representative, Lilly 
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Miss Stephens  
I wanted to start History club because it meant that I could cover things that you 
don’t always get to learn in lessons. I think that shows and films are very good 
introductions to History. If I had to teach another subject – other than History, 
Geography, English and RE – I think it would be drama. I think I would be very 
involved! I’m excited to see Mary Poppins.  
When I was in Primary School, I saw all the fun things that teachers got to do; 
from being the one to reveal information to you to just taking the register!   
  
Mr Warriner   
My favourite thing about teaching drama is actually the subject itself: I really love 
drama. I really like the shows Phantom of the Opera and Othello, and my 
favourite one I was a part of was Jesus Christ Superstar. I really like to get people 
involved in drama as soon as possible: you need to experience drama to learn it.  
I really idolise theatre icons like Anthony Hopkins and Jared Harris because of 
their great work ethic.  
 
By Y7 Representative, Lara 

 



While some may find school boring,  

there is actually a lot of history behind 

 the classrooms you sit in today! 

The school started out with just 22 

 students in 1929. Now, roughly 75  

times more! Students used to use  

nearby cow fields for PE as seen in the picture. 

Fun Fact: 

Oxted was Surrey’s first mixed Grammar School with girls and boys in it. Although 
they walked on separate sides of the corridor and learnt in different classrooms. 

In 1998 a huge fire destroyed 22 classrooms: the Humanities block, the library the 
canteen and 125 computers. That’s roughly 71 thousand pounds on computers 
alone! And if any of you think that nothing good ever comes out of school, there 
have been many examples of successful people who came to the very same 
place as us. For example, Former student Stacie Powell was an Olympic 
swimmer and competed in the 2008 and 2012 Olympics. 

There were also many brave soldiers who came from our school, and I know you 
might have already heard about this in your ARD Day, but it’s important to 
recognize those who fought in WW2. During the second world war, the people of 
Oxted took our school as a safe space and built air raid shelters, who knows 
maybe there’s one underneath the Humanities block! 

Thank you for reading through my article, Hope you found it interesting. 

By Y8 Representative, Seve 

 

  

KEY DATES: 
Academic Review Day (Monday 12  January 2026) 

Virtual Parents’ Evening (Thursday 12  March 2026) 
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The reason you should join our school council!  

The first reason you should join our school council/student voice is you 
will get a say in our school uniform, what we do with our school (not all 
the time) and also you will get to tell a member of staff how your class 
mates and people in your tutor felt about specific things (say the 
academic review days)! Along with the talking about how your 
classmates and you enjoyed things we do at school; you will also have 
meetings with a member of staff to talk about the things you and other 
classmates have enquiries about. On a Friday tutor time, you will talk 
to your tutors and classmates in your tutor about a sheet of questions 
you would have been given in your meeting. During morning line up, you 
will get a note on where to go for your meetings, so you will most likely 
never get lost! You will get given all of the information you will need! If 
you don’t know where to go for your meetings, you may be able to ask 
one of the pupils who are also in the council. If they also don’t know 
where to go you may go to your year team or if you can find the member 
of staff who will be hosting the meetings, they will be able to tell you 
where to go. You will help us massively if you join the school council. 
We would love if anyone reading this would volunteer to join the group 
of representatives!   

By Y8 representative, Jess 

 



With DofE Bronze coming up, picking a new skill or place to volunteer can seem daunting. 
You’ll have to stick with it for either 3 or 6 months and only get one swap! But if you pick 
something you enjoy or have always wanted to do, it will make it a lot easier. Here are some 
ideas for the indecisive.  
Volunteering  
Clubs: Whether you’ve been in Girl Guiding since you were 4 or have just joined Air Cadets to 
try out flying, now would be a great time to give back. You can volunteer your time to help out 
younger members of your unit or attend events they host (like helping run fundraising.  
Sports: Similar to the previous suggestion, you can coach younger players of sports you enjoy. 
You can do this through school as either volunteering or a skill (if you haven’t played the sport 
before) but it would have to be through an afterschool club.   
Serving a Faith Community: Your church/place of worship will probably have something to 
do. I know people that take part in their Church’s choir or Sunday School/messy church. You 
can combine this with a club if you volunteer with an organisation like the Jewish Lads’ and 
Girls’ Brigade.  
Important Note: You will have to be at least 14 to volunteer with a profit-making organisation 
like a Charity Shop! Unless you have an early birthday, it’s best to wait until your Silver Award 
for that.  
Skills  
Instrument: Now would be a great time to give the violin a go, or improve your saxophone 
skills. You can self-study or do this with a proper music teacher/tutor.   
Art: Mrs Sowerbutts runs an art course for DofE participants! Speak to her about this to find 
out more.  
St John’s Ambulance: St John’s Ambulance cadets can complete the DofE through them but 
if you’re already doing the award through another provider like a school, and if you’re reading 
this I assume that will be the case, you can do your skills through them for FREE! Find out more 
here.   
( link if you plan on printing this out https://www.sja.org.uk/duke-of-edinburghs-award/ )  
Important Note: You can change what you’re doing for each section once and once only. For 
example, you can decide to stop volunteering at Scouts and start volunteering with St John’s 
Ambulance but after that cannot change where you volunteer again.  
 
By Y9 representative, Lara 
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Academic Review Day  
(Monday 2 March 2026) 
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Inter-House Events  
The Christmas card competition: If you have a passion for art or if you think you’d enjoy drawing something festive, the 
annual Christmas card competition is open for submissions! There will be a total of three winners in each group (KS3 
and KS4/5) and two winners overall – who will have their designs made into the official Oxted School Christmas cards for 
2025. Mrs Sowerbutts has uploaded information about this competition to the teams interhouse page, but it will be 
listed below.  
  

• Submissions cannot be any larger than A4 in size 
• The deadline is Friday 5 December 
• This is optional, meaning you don’t need to enter if you wouldn’t like to (the more entries the merrier!!)  
• The top three in each group will receive interhouse points 
• Make sure to hand your card in to Mrs Sowerbutts, Miss Silverson (Art Technician) or your art teacher by the 

deadline!  
• Pieces made digitally should be emailed to one of the teachers above via Outlook 
• Have fun creating your Christmassy designs; Oxted School is buzzing to see everyone’s creativity spark this 

year!  
After School Clubs  
Looking for a new sport to learn but you don’t know where to start? Oxted School has an outstanding collection of 
afterschool clubs for you to check out!  

• On Monday after school, boxing club takes place in the gym and is on all year round  
• Tuesdays have a wide range of activities for you to explore – Netball (for Year 10 and 11 only) Hockey (astro), 

Rugby (top field) and Roller-skating (Sports Hall)  
• Netball is available to Year 8 and 9 every Wednesday in the sports hall as well as Boys' Football on the astro 

(Year 7 and Year 9 only) 
• On Thursday is Trampoline club in the gym which is accessible to all year groups. Netball club is on for Year 7 in 

the sports hall and Boys Football for Year 10 on the astro 
 These clubs give you many fantastic opportunities to begin your own athletic journey, along with finding new 
teammates who share your interests and building a sense of pride for your community. We can’t wait to see you there!  
To join an afterschool club, there’s no need to confirm it with your year team! You can turn up whenever you would like 
as long as it’s the correct day, area, time and year group.   
Although, if you’re not interested in a sports club or if you’re looking for another extracurricular to participate in, a variety 
of clubs are shown below:  
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Interested in 
Computer Science 
and Programming? 
Mrs Abraham hosts 
a Coding Club every 
Tuesday lunchtime 
in IT3 which is open 
for all year groups. 



Beyond the Grades: The Power of Extra-Curriculars  
 
Have you ever been sitting outside at lunch, a bit bored of the lack of excitement or social interaction, or 
maybe waiting for your transport home, doomscrolling through your phone, trying to find something to 
keep your mind off that next test coming up (that you've definitely not forgotten about for the last 3 weeks, 
right?). Well, how about joining one of the many extra-curriculars at school? Now, you may be 
thinking “They’re for the geeks, aren’t they just some boring club to go to for the sake of having something 
to do?” That's where you would be wrong.  
 
These organisations are powerful tools for, yes, your academic side (I know, appalling thought) but also 
your own personal development. Joining an extracurricular can help you in many ways, from building 
treasurable skills like teamwork and managing your time better (maybe even help with 
that Sparx assignment you always forget about), to making friends, boosting social wellbeing and just 
making you feel better!   
 
Here are some quotes from people who already go to some extracurriculars, and have a few words to say 
about them:  
 
‘The music clubs are so well run and fun, and there's always a chance to perform throughout the year.’ 
‘The PE clubs are amazing and lots of fun.’  
‘I enjoy extra-curriculars because I like spending time with my friends by having fun at clubs.’  
 
Now, I’m sure you have your own personal interests, but there a wide range of clubs for you to choose 
from! From sports like Football and Netball, to the more laid-back clubs such as Crochet club and of 
course the Creative art clubs! These are just several of the many clubs at Oxted, and if none of those 
catch your eye, don't worry! There are plenty more to choose from.  
 
Overall, extra-curriculars are more than just some monotonous clubs for the sake of filling that half-
empty schedule, they are keys to a deeper delve into your personal growth and social skills and can help 
you in the coming years. So why not try one out – your future self will thank you!  
 

By Y10 representative, Isabella 
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KEY DATES: 

Virtual Parents’ Evening (Thursday 19  March 2026) 



Maybe you're just not good at anything.  

Maybe that's the thought continuously going through your head when 
you see most people around you have something going on for them, 
something they're good at, something they're passionate about, 
something that's special to them, just something. And you sit there 
thinking of not one thing your passionate about enough to make it your 
thing.  

Oh, you've tried, tried to find that one thing that sets you apart from the 
next person, but everything feels temporary. You start, you lose interest, 
you try again and the cycle repeats.  

But here’s something not many people say out loud; maybe there isn't 
something your good at right now, maybe your just average, maybe you'll 
stay average for a while, maybe it just doesn't matter. Because being 
average isn't the worst thing ever, it just means there's space to find your 
thing, find your next step, because most people don't stay in the same 
place forever, most find a passion even in the most mundane of spaces, 
but few build on it, few take it to the next level, few makes a difference 
with it, and you can be that few, you can make a decision that no matter 
how small, sets you apart from the next person and you can make a 
difference, because life isn't about who gets to the end the fastest, it's 
about who keeps going even when they don't know the way.  

Someone right now is figuring it out.  

Are you?  

By Y10 Representative, Esther 
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Surviving Mondays: The Official Mini Guide  
 
After a peaceful weekend, Monday greets you like a slap in the face. You are back to Square 1: the beginning of 
the week. But fear not! I present to you the ultimate guide on how to survive the day more chaotic than Jack 
Sparrow – Monday.  
 
Step 1: Acceptance (because denial only gets you so far)  
 
You must embrace the harsh reality: Monday is hurdling towards you at lightning speeds, and hiding under your 
duvet is not an option. Take a deep breath, offer yourself a brief pep talk and brace for the impact, as your 
survival journey has only just begun. May the odds be ever in your favour, fellow student, because Mondays are 
certainly not.   
 
Step 2: Survive the Battle at Dawn  
 
Your first test. Place your alarm across your room, so that you are mentally awake (to an extent) before your body 
can physically press the ‘Snooze’ button. Tempting, yes, but so is starting a Fast & Furious-style car chase. 
Sadly, I’m no Vin Diesel.  
 
Pick an alarm that motivates you...or scares you. Both do the trick.  
 
Step 3: Strategic Snacks  
 
What you pack can save your life...or at least your grades. Your food is your lifeline for the day, so be sure to 
stash a lot of edible energy boosters: granola bars, popcorn, peanut butter, whatever wires your brain back 
to a normal functioning human. Treasure it. If you ever run out, make a quick stop at the canteen – it's 
practically Oxted School’s version of the gift-bearer Haymitch during the Games.  
Tip: Share wisely...granola bars are basically friendship tokens.  
 
Step 4: Honour Every Success in Battle  
 
Each micro-win should boost your morale. Tally points for every time you:  

• Did not fall asleep in Maths  
• Understood the analysis in English (looking at you, Shakespeare)   
• Remembered your homework  

Mondays are all about appreciating the little things, before the big thing crushes you. Spoiler: it’s Period 5.   
 
Step 5: “This is War,” i.e. Final Period  
 
The final challenge: Period 5. Your energy? Dangerously low. Your motivation? Strolled out the building long 
ago. Keep pushing through till that final bell, where you can reclaim your temporary freedom (until Tuesday, but 
that’s a story for another time). Walk out of there like the main character walking away from an explosion, all 
slow-motion and never looking back.  
 
You made it. You survived the chaos of Monday, which brings you even closer to Friday: humanity’s greatest 
creation.  
 

By Y10 Representative, Olivia 
 

 

  

OXTED CHRONICLES: EIGHTH EDITION - YEAR 10                                                                            NOVEMBER  2025 
 MAY 2025 

 

 



Elstree Studios was transformed into a room of light, colour and choreography during Strictly Come Dancing 
Halloween week, showcasing the precision and creativity behind the beloved show. Watching it on tv is one 
thing but the reality behind the show is something completely different.  
The audience are set to arrive from 3pm, where they are met with efficiency and friendly behaviour. After 
passing through the extensive security, you then collect wristbands and head into a marquee with food and 
drink for you. Upon your arrival, you will also be asked to hand in your phones into sealed bags for collection 
after the show as to prevent spoilers being leaked to the public.   
The evening is longer than the actual show. From roughly three in the afternoon until well after eleven, the 
production unfolded like a well-rehearsed routine of its own. The night kicked off with the musical guest 
performance, which is pre-shot so it can be seamlessly slotted into the live show later. The audience was 
coached on cheering and clapping, rehearsing reactions for camera shots that would later be edited in. A 
warm-up host kept the energy high between takes, joking and making sure every round of applause landed 
perfectly on cue.  
One of the biggest surprises was just how smoothly everything ran behind the scenes. Between each routine, 
the set design team leapt into action, transforming the dance floor in under two minutes which was 
something that viewers at home might not appreciate as much. The show wasn’t filmed in one continuous go. 
Judges’ reactions were occasionally retaken to make sure the right moments were captured, and hosts Tess 
Daly and Claudia Winkleman re-recorded links between segments when needed.  
This year’s Halloween Week, filmed on 1 November 2025, didn’t disappoint. From the gothic costumes to the 
dramatic lighting, everything screamed spectacle — sometimes literally. Lewis and Katya’s tap-inspired 
number stood out as a highlight, pairing sharp, rhythmic footwork with a great lighting design. On television, it 
looked dazzling; in person, it was insane. The sound of their taps echoed around the studio, amplified by the 
live band and the cheers from the crowd. It was one of those performances that made the long evening feel 
completely worth it.  
Watching the judges and presenters between takes was another glimpse into the show’s human side. It was 
clear how much they all loved being part of the production, and how collaborative the environment was 
despite the intense schedule. For all its glamour, Strictly thrives on teamwork — something you can only fully 
appreciate when you see it happening in real time. All the cast and crew seemed to get along really well and 
were nice.  
Leaving Elstree close to midnight, it was hard not to be impressed by the scale of what had just unfolded. In 
person it’s longer, more complex, and far more technical, yet somehow even more magical for it. Every light 
change, costume adjustment and camera movement adds up to a spectacle that millions enjoy without ever 
seeing the work behind it.  
 
By Y11 Representative, Sophie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates for Year 11 
Classroom Assessments- all other subjects (Tue 25 Nov – Fri 19 Dec) 
Deadline for applying to Oxted Sixth Form (Friday 12 December) 
Virtual Parents’ Evening (Thursday 15 January 2026) 
Spring Assessments - all subjects (9-13 Feb and 23-27 Feb) 
Reports (Thursday 19 March) 
Set for Success Evening (Wednesday 26 March) 
Year 11 Prom (Friday 10 July) 
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