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Welcome to the seventh edition! Please leave us some
Page 1: Interview with Mr Devenney feedback by scanning the
Page 2: Goals for this academic year & new teacher interviews QR code below!!

Page 3: Introduction to the new team! Key dates & recent news
around the world

Page 4: Advice from Mr Devenny for Year 7 & Year 13 and 50 years since
women could get a mortgage on their own

Page 5: The horrifying history of Oxted School

Page 6: The results of the Macmillan cake sale

Page 7: Year 11 - Key dates, advice to Year 11 from Mr Devenney, and
how to deal with exam stress

BREAKING NEWS: THE NETBALL COURTS ARE IN LINE FOR RENEWAL
Our interview with Mr Devenney on Wednesday 25 September revealed plans for shiny
new netball courts, as well as refurbishing the astro.

One of the questions we received from other students was ‘why do you think you’re suited to your job role?’
and to that Mr Devenney said that he doesn’t think anyone truly believes they’re suited to their position, but
it’s the belief he has in the school and the students, and the fact he genuinely cares about what he does
that really makes him the appropriate person for his job.

Following this question, he mentioned how proud he was of the new uniform changes, specifically how it
creates more equality throughout the school.

DISPLAYS WILL BE COMING BACK TO MERIDIAN! However, they will be very different to what you may be
imagining. Mr Devenney is working on bringing in modern electronic displays to our newly painted walls. This
isn’t one of those ideas that sounds great and then never seems to happen, in fact, Mr Devenney himself has
already drawn up the plans for where each of these TVs will be put. The idea behind this is to showcase school
news, student achievements etc. In the classrooms, there will be book recommendations put up on display
boards - but not just any books, they will be novels that support your learning. These books will be targeted at
different year groups, so keep an eye out for these displays and maybe pick up a new book from our school
library.

Now, what you’ve all been waiting for: what’s happening with the netball courts? Well, lastJune, Mr
Devenney applied for a grant for the refurbishment of the courts and only recently have they finally donated
Oxted School a whopping £100,000 to not only construct completely new netball/tennis courts but also
refurbish the astro! We should be seeing these changes around the back end of next year, so the netball team
will finally be able to use their much-missed courts.

Out of curiosity, we asked about the purpose of the
strange new doors that have been cropping up all around
school; contrary to popular belief, the small doors aren’t
for the little Year 7s, they’re fire doors. However, the
doorways aren’t big enough for 2 full sized ones, so a big
one and a small one is what we’ve got.

By Y11 Co-Editor, Freya
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Just to give everyone an update on the goals for this academic year, the main focus is communication
between school and home. For example, new communication channels like ClassCharts are being used to
ensure parents & carers are keptin the loop. Furthermore, the purpose of the Academic Review Days (ARDs)
is to update parents & carers about their child’s school career; upcoming assessments will be used to track

students’ progress and work with the people at home to achieve the best results possible. Other goals include
improving the House system and as always, attendance.

We did have a few questions about different activities in tutor, like a mindfulness session, or learning life skills
like writing a CV, so stay tuned for the next edition when we speak to Ms Nicholls about it.

Mr Martin
Teacher of Design & Technology
Mr Martin mainly teaches

Technology but also teaches Math Teacher of English
echnology but also teaches Maths, M is a new edition
Computer Science, and RE. s Ogege is a new editio

As for Mr Martin’s hobbies, he likes to tthg inil'ShdfiCUlLy here
to draw & read, and he told us that atx (.3 andhas been
he used to play basketball! When teaching for around a
o play o decade, both in the UK and
asked if he’d always aspired to be a internationally! You may
teacher, he responded by telling us

have already spotted her
that he has known he wanted to around school orin some
teach since Year 8.

KS3 classes.

By Y11 Co-Editor, Freya
Ms Ogege By Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin

He did mention that along the way, he’s liked the idea of Ms Ogege teaches English all the way from Year 7 to
being a product designer or an interior designer and, in Year 9.

fact, Mr Martin trained in product design, which is what led

In her spare time, Ms Ogege loves to read (especially
to hisrole in teaching design & technology.

the Harry Potter books) as well as travelling and going

on holidays.
Fun facts: Mr Martin has been teaching for 30 years, so he

has a wide range of knowledge when it comes to his
subject! He also shared that at one pointin his life he
wanted to be a cartoonist.

Fun Fact: Ms Ogege said she describes herself as an
extremely kind and caring teacher, who loves
supporting her students.

Mr llori
Teacher of Science
Mr llori is not just a new science teacher here at Oxted, he also teaches
Year 7 Maths and has been teaching for around 24 years - both in
England and where he got his first teaching job: Lagos, Nigeria. He
always wanted to be a teacher, although, before he did this, he worked
with a telecoms company, but it was never really his passion. Mr llori
has a degree in physical electronics and loves playing instruments.
Fun Facts: Mr llori used to work on a farm and has a true passion for
animals; he even used to own a catfish farm! And on top of that, Mr llori
can sight read extremely well.

By Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin
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Please welcome the new team
behind The Oxted Chronicles 2025-
2026!

Reporting on Year 7 news, we have
Lilly, Lara, and Eli. The Year 8
representatives are Seve and Jess.
Once again, Olivia will be captivating
your attention with her brilliant stories
and she is joined by two new reporters,
Esther and Isabella. Finally, in Year 11,
Farrah is making a return and is now
joined by Sophie.

Their first articles will be featured in
the 8" edition, which will be published
half-way through next half term!

News around the world since our last edition:

- Gaza ceasefire and hostage negotiations (Hamas has agreed to parts of the US
peace negotiations, which includes releasable of Israeli hostages)

- US government shuts down due to being unable to agree on a budget for this year

- Inthe UK, there was an attack on a synagogue in Manchester

- Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs sentenced to over 4 years in prison

- Japans Liberal Democrat party has a new leader (Sanae Takaichi), and she is likely
to be their first female prime minister

By Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin

Key Dates Dates to put in the calendar

October half term (18 Oct - 2 Nov) Bonfire Night (5 Nov)

Inset Day (5 Dec) Remembrance Sunday (9 Nov)

Christmas holidays! (19 Dec -5 Year 10 Academic Review Day (10 Nov)

Jan) Year 13 Academic Review Day (10 Nov)

Inset Day (4 Feb) Friends of Oxted School Christmas Fair
(6 Dec)

Jelonely Meliierm e =22 ) Carol Concert (15 Dec at United
Reform Church)
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50 years since women have been able to get a mortgage without a man and
why this is important

1975 marked: the end of the Vietham war, Margaret thatchers rise to leader of the
Conservative Party, and the first-time women were able to get a mortgage without
the input of a man (husband or father). While this may seem insignificant, this was

only 50 years ago and really puts into perspective how lucky we are to be bornin
the time that we are.

But what even are mortgages and why do we need them?

Mortgages are a way of buying houses that would have been downright
unaffordable without them. They are usually monthly instalments of the cost of
your house plus interest, and they are normally over an extended period of time, for
example, 25 years. Mortgages are typically taken out through banks, building
societies, or specialised mortgage companies.

This means that up until 50 years ago almost all women were unable to buy a
house on their own, however, thankfully, this was changed with the sex
discrimination act (1975), which prohibited banks from being discriminatory to its
clients based on sex and martial status, along with other factors.

By Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin

Mr Devenney’s advice for Year 7s & Year 13s:

Advice for new Year 7s: Get stuck in, try out the new clubs, and start building
productive habits now. The assembly about making your bed every morning wasn’t
just about having a beautifully presented room, it was about making constructive
habits and readying you for new routines like revising and getting homework done
on time. And most importantly, enjoy the year!

Advice for Year 13s: Be calm, go into this year with the right attitude; a positive,
confident attitude. Don’t be afraid to ask questions, if there is something you don’t
understand, ask your teacher! Don’t be a passive learner, be responsible for your
learning.

Find advice for Year 11s on their corresponding page.
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The Horrifying History of Oxted School

(Based on true events...sort of.)

Once upon a time (1929), in the misty hills of Surrey and under a full moon, a school rose from the depths
of Bluehouse Lane.

Yet, this was no ordinary school...it was the first ever mixed grammar school in Surrey. Boys and girls
under the same roof? The horror. A Victorian ghost probably rolled in their grave.

To maintain order, separate playgrounds, sides of the classroom, and staircases were implemented.
Boys and girls had to ascend/descend on their respective stairs, because apparently this was where we
were not ‘all in this together’.

Oxted School started small, with only 22 students in its first term. Like a teen with a growth spurt, it grew
as time passed:

e Inthe 1960s, a PE block was introduced (someone decided dodging balls being thrown towards
you was fun)

e [In 1987, an Art block was born, inspiring a new wave of Bob Ross 2.0

e 1In 1993, a Science block, where experiments occasionally worked and occasionally exploded,
was founded

e In 1997, a Design & Technology block joined, as well as the crooked creations by students

But on an ordinary day in August 1998, the Humanities block went up in flames. The fire completely
destroyed 22 classrooms, 125 computers, the library, and the beloved canteen. Legend has it, former
students started the fire — perhaps revenge for that surprise French speaking exam, or an upgrade from
“the dog ate my homework” trick.

Like Dumbledore’s phoenix rising up from the ashes, Oxted School opened a new building in 2000: The
Meridian Building (ring any bells?).

Fun fact - the building got its name from the ‘Greenwich Meridian Line’ that runs straight through the
school. The Line is like our very own, mini-Time-Turner...except it fails to rewind your homework
deadlines.

Fast forward a couple of years, Oxted School joins The Howard Partnership Trust, a brilliant group of
schools across England, or something from MIG6.

2019 marked the school’s 90th birthday and a new Art and Drama block opened, because even at 90
years-old ‘girls just wanna have fun’.

So, the next time you hear whispers of “you’re on the wrong staircase” or feel like time itself has magically
slowed down in your English class, don’t panic. No one is there...at least, no one living. It’s just the ghosts
of Oxted’s past resurfacing. They will fade away, soon (hopefully, until next year).

By Y10 representative, Olivia
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&= Macmillan Cake Sale - Thank You & Congratulations

A huge thank you to all the students who took part in our Macmillan
Cake Sale, whether you baked, helped run the stall, donated, or simply
came along to support. Your enthusiasm, generosity, and teamwork
helped raise an incredible amount for a truly important cause.

As a school we raised £344.66!

= And now, for the winners...
. Best Design: Frankie S—7F1 for their showstopping Foyles cake.

. Top Fundraiser: Tenchleys for raising the most donations.

All House points have been awarded and added to the total House
points!

It was fantastic to see so many of you getting involved and showing
such kindness and community spirit. You’ve made a real difference,
and we’re proud of every one of you!

Miss Golightly
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How to deal with exam stress:

Sleep - exams stress can disrupt your sleep so aim for 8 - 10
hours per night to sleep away the stress.

Food and drink - always drink plenty of water to refuel your
brain and eat healthy, balanced meals to aid your recovery.
Treat yourself to a sweet treat!

Self-care - cortisol (the stress hormone) can cause problems
like fatigue, headaches and even acne, or mindfulness.

Take a day off - try to complete all assignments so that, at least
once a week, you get a day off from working.

Hobbies — hobbies, such as art or sport, are great for keeping
you occupied and help you de-stress.

Physical movement - activities like sport or yoga help keep you
healthy and release endorphins to help you stay calm.

Keep organised - a clean environment, such as a tidy bedroom,
is essential for having a clutter-free mind.

Talking - during mocks, many cancel plans with friends for
revision time. It is time to reclaim your life and meet up with/talk
to your friends and family.

Don’t stress - this may sound obvious but do not panic too
much. Stay calm and remember to use this advice.

\rBy Y11 representative, Farrah

Key Dates for Year 11

Year 11 Assessment Week, Core subjects, Humanities + MFL
(Monday 17 Nov - Friday 25 Nov)

Classroom assessments, all other subjects (Tuesday 25 Nov -
Friday 19 Dec)

Parents’ Evening (Thu 15 Jan)
Spring assessments - all subjects (9-13 Feb and 23-27 Feb)
Reports (Friday 20 March)

Set for Success Evening (Wed 26 March)

Year 11 Prom (Friday 10 July)

Mr Devenney’s advice
for Year 11s:

Be calm, go into this year
with the right attitude; a
positive, confident
attitude. Don’t be afraid
to ask questions, if there
is something you don’t
understand, ask your
teacher! Don’t be a
passive learner, be
responsible for your
learning.

English Literature Paper 1
(11 May)

Maths (Foundation & Higher)
Non-Calc (14 May)

English Literature Paper 2
(19 May)

English Language Paper 1
(21 May)

English Language Paper 2
(5 June)

Look out for more exam
dates next edition!



