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Dear Parents/Carers

Year 7 Homework 2025-2026

From this September, all students will follow a structured homework timetable. Homework in Year 7
has the purpose of building routines and retrieval skills. It helps students develop organisation
and independent working, with a focus on retrieval practice to strengthen memory and
understanding.

All homework tasks follow our 4 Rs model: Reinforce, Reading, Rewarding, and Revision.

Key features:

Homework is set and submitted on Class Charts

Weekly homework in core subjects

Use of online platforms: Sparx Maths, Sparx Reader, Educake
Short, focused tasks (20 minutes maximum)

Introduction to online learning routines

Termly rewards assigned for outstanding homework effort

Support provided:
e Tutor guidance
e Homework clubs and subject support clubs
e Online guidance videos on how to use Class Charts

Please see below the Year 7 Homework Timetable for the school year 2025-2026:

Year 7 Homework Timetable
Week 1 Week 2
Day set/returned | Subject Subject Day set/returned | Subject | Subject
Monday Science Monday Science MFL
Tuesday English Geography Tuesday English
Wednesday Maths Wednesday Maths History
Thursday Revision RE Thursday Revision
DT/Creative/Reward 1 per every half term DT/Creative/Reward 1 per every half term
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How the platforms work:

o Sparx Maths provides personalised Maths practice that adapts to each student’s ability and
gives feedback

o Sparx Reader encourages daily reading and develops comprehension and vocabulary
through tailored tasks

o Educake offers short, self-marking quizzes in science to support recall

We appreciate your support in encouraging your child to complete homework regularly and on time.
Please contact your child’s tutor or Head of Year for further support.

Yours sincerely

oo

Miss G Griffin
Assistant Principal



Homework - Frequently Asked Questions
What is the purpose of homework at our school?
Homework is designed to:
Develop independence, organisation, and retrieval skills
Reinforce class learning and strengthen memory

Encourage regular routines and preparation for exams (particularly at KS4 and KS5)
Support reading, revision, and independent study habits

All tasks follow the 4 Rs model: Reinforce, Reading, Rewarding, and Revision.

How is homework set and submitted?

All homework is set and tracked via Class Charts. Students submit work through Class Charts, which
may direct then to the relevant online platform, MS Forms, or worksheet-based task provided in class.
Parents/carers can monitor deadlines and feedback using the Class Charts app.

Which online platforms are used?

Sparx Maths — personalised Maths practice that adapts to each student’s level

Sparx Reader — daily reading with comprehension and vocabulary tasks

Educake — short, self-marking quizzes, mainly in Science

SharePoint/Revision Hub (KS4 only) — extended resources, wider reading, and revision
support. (A KS3 Hub is being launched in late October)

Active Teach and Sentence Builder platforms are used at KS3 in Languages

. Century will be used in English at KS4

How much time should homework take?

. Year 7 + Year 8 - short, focused tasks (20 minutes per task)

. Year 9 — a mix of short and extended tasks to reinforce learning (30 minutes per task)

. Year 10 + Year 11 — longer, exam-focused tasks to prepare for GCSEs (40 minutes per
task)

What happens if my child needs longer than the allocated time?
Homework tasks are designed to be manageable within the suggested timeframe (e.g. 20 minutes
for Year 7). If your child regularly takes much longer:

. Ask them to stop after the recommended time and make a note for the teacher
. Encourage them to focus on quality rather than quantity
. Speak with their teacher or tutor if it becomes a consistent issue, as tasks may need to

be adjusted or additional support provided

What happens if my child does not do the homework?

. A detention will be set when the teacher has taken in and checked submitted work
. If a student misses 4 pieces in a half term, they will be placed on report to their tutor
. If a student misses 8 pieces in a half term, they will be placed on report to their subject

teacher or Head of Year, and a letter will be sent home to discuss barriers and provide
additional support



What support is available for students?

. Tutor and teacher guidance during school hours

. Homework clubs and subject support clubs after school

. Online guidance videos/resources (including Class Charts guides)

J Revision sessions

What are the homework timetables?

Each year group will follow a bespoke timetable, homework is dispersed throughout the week, so it is
balanced, not overwhelming and not set on Fridays. We feel it is important for students to have the
time and opportunity for enrichment activities and spend time with family and friends at the weekends.

The timetables are available on SharePoint for students and on the school website for all to view and
check.

How will homework be marked?

Following the school policy, not all homework will necessarily receive written feedback but will be
checked to ensure that it has been completed to the best of the student’s ability. If appropriate, the
teacher will review the homework in class or provide a mark scheme so that work can be peer or self-
marked. Homework that is set on Sparx, Educake and Active teach will be marked instantly with clear
guidance on gaps in knowledge and understanding. Teachers will check the progress of these types
of homework and amend lessons to include areas of weakness for individuals.

How is outstanding homework effort recognised?

. Each term, students who consistently produce high-quality work and meet deadlines
receive rewards and recognition

Rewards for Homework

. Half termly 100% completed - Award certificate handed out in assembly

. Subject award — issued by Head of Department — best in show special award sent home
to parents (certificate) and announced in assembly

. Teacher Award - Golden Homework (teachers will award a standout piece of homework) -

certificate handed out in assembly
How should parents support homework at home?

Encourage your child to complete tasks on time

Check Class Charts regularly to track deadlines

Provide a quiet space for study and revision

Reinforce routines, particularly in Year 10 + Year 11 where exam preparation is key

Who should I contact if my child is struggling with homework?

Please contact your child’s tutor or Head of Year for support. Teachers are also available for subject-
specific guidance.



