
   
 

 

Welcome to the sixth and first edition of the year! 
Page 1: Applications! 
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Page 3: Dates & Inter-House 
Page 4: Mr Warriner, Mr Pearce, Mr Packer & Ms Stevens Interview 
Page 5: At what age can you now vote & who can you vote for? 
Page 6:  Key things to consider about voting & who made it possible 
Page 7: Jamie’s incredible photography 
Page 8: Macmillan bake sale 
Page 9: Poetry competition winners! 
Page 10: Year 11 Mr Warriner interview & Key dates for Year 11 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Please leave us some 
feedback by scanning the 

QR code below!! 

Applications! 

As may you have seen (depending on if you are yr7 or not), our reps have spent the last few months finding stories to report 
on, interviewing teachers, and keeping you all caught up on the latest news. 

 
Now it’s your turn. 

 
Applications have out on Teams/Class Charts for you to fill in and email to us by Monday 22 September. 

Will you take on the challenge? 
 

The responsibility of your newspaper page will not rest entirely on your shoulders; it will be spread over the 2-4 reps per 
year group. Help will always be offered and a generous 2.5-week gap between papers gives you plenty of time to decide on 

your article. If not, Caitlin and I are only an email away. 
Worried about who you’ll be doing the newspaper with? Sign up with your friends- this opportunity can be whatever you 

make it, so why not do it with people you like. 
 

You can write about whatever you like! Sports, a niche interest of yours, a trip you went on in the summer, your culture, 
religion- anything you like. The whole point is to inform and educate our student body, and with your help we can achieve 

this. 
 

In the long run, this will allow you to improve your communication & social skills, how to productively & effectively work in 
a team, time management skills, responsibility, and resilience. This is something that you can put on your CV or talk about 

when applying to college / sixthform. It shows that you’re able to work with others, work hard, and work under pressure. 
I promise that even with this extra-curricular job, you will still have time of homework- Caitlin & I write our own articles, 

oversee the year group reps work, see to our other commitments, and still have time for homework and revision. If you find 
you’ve been set an obscene amount of homework or end up having an extremely busy week, that is when you let us and 

your year reps know that you won’t be able to write for this edition and we’ll support you. This is a team after all, to be 
successful, we need to help each other out sometimes.  

This is your chance to help the team, so fill in that application and have some confidence in yourself- you’ll never 
know what you can achieve if you don’t let yourself try. 

 
By Y11 Co-Editor, Freya 
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By Y11 Co-Editor, Caitlin  
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Ways to stay organised this year: 

We all know what September brings: crisp air, falling leaves and the dread when you realise all the summer 
homework you assured you parents would be done by the first week, is sitting collecting dust in your bedroom. But 
fear not, this article is jam packed of ways to stay on top of homework and revision as well as general tips on 
organisation throughout the year. 

The first being lists. I know that we are all prone to forgetting things but this way you can check off tasks as you 
complete them to make sure you have done everything that you need to. They also help to motivate me, as I know 
that I’m unlikely to be productive unless I force myself to be and this is a really easy way of doing so.  

Another tip for the start of this year is quantity over quality. If you are in year 11, you will have definitely heard of 
metacognition, but for those of you who haven’t: it is when you think about what helps you to revise, along with how 
and why it is helping you, rather than blindly doing revision in a way that isn’t actually suited to you. By doing this 
you spend less time on revision that isn’t benefitting you and more time on ways that help you the most. 

Setting both big and small goals can also help to motivate you throughout the year instead of doing work without 
understanding how it will help you and why it is important. These goals should be suited to what you want to 
achieve through the year whether that be handing in all of your homework on time or asking for extra work in class. 
Every goal, no matter how big or small is important! 

And finally, enjoy the year! You are only a child for so long and there are so many extracurricular clubs in and out of 
school, so make the most out of your year and have fun! 

Written by Co-Editor, Caitlin Y11 

 

News around the world over the summer: 

- The deputy prime minister Angela Rayner resigned from her post 
due to evading tax  

- The EU fines google for nearly 3 million euro due to them 
allegedly abusing its position in ad technology 

- The USA rebrands its department of defence to the ‘department 
of war’ 

- The Russian invasion of Ukraine continues but there is hope for 
peaceful negotiations with the USA’s and Russia’s continued 
negotiations 

- The war in Gaza remains and there is a building need for 
humanitarian aid as the food crisis continues 

Exciting News! 

We have an upcoming interview 
with Mr Devenny, and we want 

to know your burning questions! 

Scan the QR code to fill out the 
form 

 



   
 

Key Dates 
Sixth Form Open Evening (9th Oct) 

October half term (18th Oct - 2nd 
Nov) 

Bonfire Night (5th Nov) 

Remembrance Sunday (9th Nov) 

Inset Day (5th Dec) 

Christmas holidays! (19th Dec – 5th 
Jan) 

February half term (14th – 22nd Feb) 
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Thanks to Mr Edwards, we have the House point leader board!  

 

 

Unfortunately, Detillens are in first place, but Foyles only need 8,0601 points to 
take first place (Grants may need a miracle but it's been done before!). 

Dates to put in the calendar  

Year 11 academic review day (6th Oct) 

Year 7 academic review day (6th Oct) 

Friends of Oxted quiz night (10th Oct) 

Year 10 academic review day (10th Nov) 

Year 13 academic review day (10th Nov) 

Friends of Oxted School Christmas Fair 
(6th Dec) 

Carol Concert (15 Dec at United 
Reform Church) 

 

 



   
 

 

 

  

By Y11 Co-editor, Caitlin 

OXTED CHRONICLES: SIXTH EDITION                                    SEPTEMBER 2025 
 MAY 2025 

 

 

Mr Packer 
Head of Performing Arts & Head of Drama 

 
Mr Packer teaches Drama and oversees 
Music. At the beginning of his teaching 

career, he could be found in the English 
department but since 2010 has been a 
Drama teacher (and much prefers it). 
Funnily enough, Mr Packer’s favourite 
subject was Geography! Of course, he 

also loved Drama but didn’t get to study it 
until Year 9. He enjoys going to the 

theatre, watching sport, cycling, reading, 
while also being part of a jazz quartet over 

the summer. 
 
 

Miss Stevens 
Teacher of PE 

You may have seen Miss 
Stevens around the 

school, but you may not 
know that she teaches 

three subjects at Oxted: 
PE, Dance, and Drama 

(which she is really 
enjoying - especially her 

Year 7 class). Miss 
Steven’s favourite 

subjects at school were 
PE and Physics, and while 
she always wanted to be 
a teacher, she originally 
thought she would be a 

Geography teacher.  
 

In her free time Miss 
Stevens likes to go to the 

gym to workout, cook 
(especially pasta) and 

surf in her home county 
Cornwall!  

Fun Facts: When 
she was a teen, she 

competed in an 
international 
gymnastics' 

competition in Malta 
and placed 3rd on 

beam and vault. She 
can also sing a bit of 

opera! 
 

By Y11 Co-editor, Freya 

Mr Pearce 
Head of KS5 Maths & 

Teacher of Maths 
 

In the past, Mr Pearce has 
taught Computer Science 

but primarily teaches Maths. 
Believe it or not, Mr Pearce’s 

favourite subject in school 
was Maths! He liked it for the 
problem-solving aspect and 
having one correct answer to 
work with. He went on to say 
how there’s a lot of depth to 
Maths and there’s always a 
‘next thing’ to learn, which 

really fascinates him. 
 Mr Pearce’s hobbies include 

playing board games, and 
‘all those nerdy things’ you’d 

expect a Maths teacher to 
do. He also has a love for 

musicals, which he enjoys 
watching with his wife. He 
did DofE in school and still 

has a love for hiking and 
travelling. 

 

By Yr 11 Co-editor, Freya 

 

 

Fun Facts: He has 
a degree in both 

Maths and 
Computer 

Science. He spent 
a year of one of his 

degrees in Hong 
Kong, a month in 

Argentina when he 
was 16, and a 

month in Norway 
when he was 18. 

 

 

Fun facts: He once 
auditioned to be in 
Hollyoaks (a soap opera 
from before most of us 
can remember), he used 
to work as a cricket 
commentator for the blind 
& partially sighted, and he 
also volunteers as a 
kitchen gardener at a 
National Trust property 
 

 

We want to 
welcome all the 

new staff to Oxted 
School and look 

forward to 
interviewing the 
remaining new 
staff in the next 

edition, so make 
sure you don’t 

miss out on them! 

 



   
 

At what age can you vote & who can you vote for? 
The UK Government has said that the new voting age will be 16. This means that in the next election, everyone aged 16 and above can 

put their political opinion into action. This has been up for debate for years, with some people saying lowering the voting age would 
increase political engagement for young people, while others argue 16–17-year-olds aren’t mature enough to make these kinds of 

decisions. What do you think? Can young people be trusted to vote, or might a few more years of experience and learning be required? 
But how do you actually vote in a general election? 

First of all, you must register to vote, which can be done online. To register online, type in ‘register to vote’ and find the gov.uk website. 
Click on their link / ‘start now’ and complete the form. You will vote at your local polling station, which will be signposted on election 

day. 
The last general election was Thursday 4th July 2024, which saw the labour party winning a commanding majority. The next general 

election must be called before August 2029 but can be called at anytime by the Prime Minister. 

 

 

  

Political party Education & 
Training 

University Health & 
Care 

Policing Climate 
change 

 
Labour 

 
Hire 6,500 expert 
teachers, new Ofsted 
approach, VAT on 
private schools. 

 
Student welfare 
support, free meals, 
change the current 
funding systems. 

More NHS 
spending, reduced 
waitlist, hiring 
additional mental 
health staff, 
expanding 
community care.  

 
Increased youth 
worker involvement 
and listening to local 
communities in what 
they need from police. 

 
Zero carbon-
based electricity 
by 2030, large 
renewables 
push. 

 
Conservative 

Changes to A-levels, 
bonuses for STEM 
teachers, and phone 
bans in schools. 

£9,250 fees, which 
you begin to pay off 
after you’re earning 
a certain amount. 

 
Not much 
information widely 
available. 

 
No clear information 
on this topic in recent 
years. 

Scrap net zero 
policies, 
maximise North 
Sea oil/gas 
output. 

Liberal 
Democrats 

 

 
More funding for 
schools, mental health 
support in every 
school. 

University funding 
review, mental 
health charter 
(rules, goals, 
protection of rights) 

 
8000 new GPs, 
junk food public 
health plans, 
mental health 
hubs. 

More mental health & 
youth service links, 
investing £1 billion 
pounds in getting the 
community involved 
with policing. 

 
Net zero by 
2045, 90% 
renewables, 
green transport. 

 
Green Party 

 

An additional £8 billion 
for school funding 
(Including £2 billion for 
teachers), free school 
meals, cancel SATs 
and Ofsted, more 
SEND and skills 
funding.  

 
Fully fund all higher 
education students, 
scrap tuition fees, 
restore 
maintenance 
grants,  

Increased 
spending on the 
NHS, same-day GP 
visits, mental 
health support, 
public health 
services for 
children & 
communities.  

 
Reduce short 
sentences, focus on 
prevention, restrict 
random stop & 
search, invest in youth 
workers. 

 
 
Scrap fossil fuel 
subsides & 
nuclear, expand 
green spaces. 

 
 
 

Reform UK 

 
 
 
Ban trans and CRT 
(Casual Relief Teacher 
/ cover teacher) 
teaching, re-open 
training camps for 
young offenders.  

Scrap interest on 
student loans, 
extend repayment to 
45 years, tax relief 
for private schools, 
enforce minimum 
entry standards, cut 
funding to 
universities who are 
‘undermining free 
speech’, bar 
international 
students.  

 
Increases 
spending on NHS, 
zero waitlists 
within 2 years, tax 
breaks for NHS 
staff, healthcare 
vouchers, use 
more private 
options (non-NHS). 

 
 
 
Add 40,000 police 
officers, tougher 
sentencing, more stop 
& search, scrap DEI 
(Diversity, equality, 
and inclusion) roles. 

 
 
Scrap net zero, 
less single use 
plastics, 
support nuclear 
and fossil 
expansion, 
support 
recycling & tree 
planting. 
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By Y11 Co-Editor, Freya 



   
 

Key points to consider when 
voting 

Now, remember it is important to do 
your   own research before voting to 
make sure your vote goes to the 
party you feel represents you.  It’s 
important to find how they plan on 
following through with their policies. 
If it requires money, where is it 
coming from- increasing taxes? Or 
cutting money somewhere else?  
 
Someone, somewhere in history has 
fought for your right to vote. England 
switched to a democracy in the late 
1860’s and working-class 
homeowners got the vote in 1867 
(only men could own a house) and 
only in 1928 was a law passed that 
allowed all women over the age of 
21 to vote. The suffragettes & 
Suffragists fought for years, and 
Emily Davidson Wilding actually 
died bringing attention to the cause.  
 
Politics is important and it affects 
everyone, so talk about it. Talk to 
your friends about it, research it, ask 
questions, be curious!  

By Yr 11 Co-Editor, Freya 

 

Emily Davidson Wilding, a true 
hero. 

The suffragette who threw herself 
in front of the king’s horse & cart to 

bring attention to the cause: 
getting women the vote. 
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These fantastic photographs 
are by Jamie in Year 11, who 

has been practicing his 
photography skills outside of 

school for 6 years and is 
beginning to do it 

professionally. Jamie has 
always had a skill for 

photography and spends 
countless hours perfecting 

his work. 

Scan the QR code to see 
more of his work! 
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Year 6 Poetry Competition Results 

The new Year 7s were tasked with summing their newfound emotion 
about starting secondary into poetry. It was really hard to pick, so here 

are some of our favourites. 

New Beginnings 
 

Primary school is over now, how time has 
sped 
Even though I won’t be there, the memories 
are still in my head. 
Old friends are still in my heart, 
And new ones I hopefully will make from the 
start. 
Now new school, new teachers, new 
subjects to learn 
From around the corner, primary to 
secondary I will turn 
I’m a little nervous and a little shy 
But hopefully when I get there I’ll wonder 
why 
I know when I settle all these feelings will 
fade 
And I’ll work really hard to get top grades. 

My New School 
 

When I was joining Oxted I was excited 
But at the same time, I was frightened 
I know I have my friends 
I thought primary school would never end 
 
This journey will be very fun 
I hope good times will always come 
I will always try my best 
And try my hardest on all the tests 
 
 But at the same time, I was frightened 
I know I have my friends 
I thought primary school would never end 
 
This journey will be very fun 
I hope good times will always come 
I will always try my best 
And try my hardest on all the tests 

5 More Weeks 
 

5 weeks to go 
My mind is worry free 
I’ve met my new tutor group 
And have a long summer ahead of 
me 
 
4 weeks to go 
It’s still so far away 
My new uniforms arrived 
But there’s still so much time to play 
 
3 weeks to go 
We’re over halfway through 
It’s starting to feel real now 
I’m leaving things I knew 
 
2 weeks to go 
Worry’s creeping in 
Will I find my way round  
Or get myself in a spin 
 
1 more week to go 
This summer’s gone so fast 
It’s exciting to be moving on 
But I’ll miss my old class 
 
1 more night to go 
I’m finding it hard to sleep 
But I’m sure I’ll have a great time 
there 
With lots of memories to keep 
 
Well done to everyone who entered the 
competition! It was wonderful reading all 
of your poems and really showed the 
range of emotion your peers are feeling; 
excited, anxious, sad, happy. 

With this in mind, take care to be kind to 
everyone, as you never truly know how 
they’re feeling. Although you may be 
excited to be in your new school, 
remember this is a scary time for some, 
so be nice and respect eachother. 

And if you need them, your year team will 
be there to support you (for the next 5 
years!).  
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1st Place: Alex O 7S1- 5 More weeks  
 
2nd Place: Evie L 7S1- New Beginnings 
 
3rd Place: Charlie D – My New School 

Honourable mentions: 

Martha – Day 1 

Nina (7D2) – The night before 

Jackson (7D1) – A new chapter 

Enéa (7G1) – My journey from one to the 
other 

Elsie (7S1) – Positively negative  

Design Awards 

These go to the poems that 
weren’t just written superbly but 

also super artsy and creative. 

1st place: Lily V 7G1 – Pages 
Unwritten 

2nd place: Isabella B 7D1 – 
Nothing really makes sense 
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• What are his hobbies?  
Mr Warriner likes to read, swim, 
game, cook, and he loves animals 
and even keeps tropical fish - he 
is also hoping to get back into 
performing via an amateur 
dramatic company.  

• What's his fun fact?  
He once sung on Broadway - not 
as an actor but at a bar on 
Broadway (at age 14) with his 
parents. 

 

Hello Year 11, welcome to the final 
round. This is the penultimate year of 

stressing over GCSEs and studying 
more subjects than you can count. Try 
your best, but don’t overwork yourself. 

Remember to have fun! And keep in 
mind test results do not define you.  

 

Hello Year 11! 
Welcome back from summer! 

 
YOUR YEAR TEAM 

Mr Warriner 
Head of Year 11 

  
For this edition of the Oxted Chronicles, we interviewed 
your NEW Head of Year, Mr Warriner, so you can get to 

know him a little better. 
  

• What is his full teaching title?  
Head of Year 11, and a teacher of both 
Drama and Music.  

• Has he ever taught any other subjects?  
Yes, he trained in and used to teach English  

• Has he had other jobs?  
Mr Warriner was an actor, and this created 
his love for drama.  

• What was his favourite subject in school?  
Drama!  

• What are his plans for the year group?  
He wants to help us feel successful, secure, 
and prepared - without feeling overly 
anxious.  

• Did he always want to be a teacher?  
No, he wanted to be an actor! After doing 
this for many years, he decided to become a 
teacher for a more stable life. 
 
 

Key Dates for Year 11 

Year 11 Academic Review Day  
(Monday 6 Oct) 

Year 11 Assessment Week  
(Monday 17 Nov – Friday 25 Nov) 

Parents’ Evening (Thu 15 Jan) 

 

 

 

By Farrah, Y11 


